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Which conſiſts of matters previous to the birth if 
our Hero— His parents make a journey into 
© Hantibyenfoire where his mother propoſes to 
lay in. A fngular adventure which his father 
met with, 


ERSONAGES of conſequence are not to 
be introduced upon the Theatre of the 


World, without à greater degree of pa- 


rade and magnificence than marks the entrance 


of - vulgar beings : and it is in purſuit of the juſt 
neſs. of this obſervation, that we think it neceſ- 
fary to apprize the public of ſeveral .cireum- 
ſtances which happened before our Hero made 
his public appearance on the ſtage of life: though 
we are apprehenſive that ſome of our readers 
will charge us with being tedious in our narra- 
tive; while others, and we hope the majority of 


them, will thank us for gratify ing their curioſity 


with 7 to the following partieulars. 
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It * not to be denied that the ſingular being 
whoſe ſtory will be found in the following 
pages, owes his origin to noble parents, and 
might himſelf have done honour ta the rank of 
nobility, if the rectitude of his heart had 


borne any proportion to the Elevation of his 
birth, 


4 CLI 
--/ .- RE Parents of our Hero were not le di- 

ſtinguiſhed by their rank in life, than by the 
worthineſs of their ſentiments, and the dignity 
of their conduct. Greatneſs and goadneſs were, 


with them, ſynonimous terms; and” the ap- 


peared to have no other ſenſe of the 9 


which their ſtation gave them, than the ſuperior. 
power of conferring happineſs on others. Such 

were the arniable pair to whom Jemmy Oe 
4s" indebted for that birth which he has taken 
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ecver, was not among the richeft of the noi. 
ty; the annual rents of his eſtates ſchrcely ex- 
ceeding four thouſand pounds z hut what his 
lotdſhip wanted in the article of fortune, he 
Fpoſſeſſed in that of prudence; and made a more 
teſpectable Hgure in life with his moderate in- 
come, than , ſame of our nobility have done 
with ten times the 1 much more, indeed, 


iT » than 


8 to diſgrace. The father, lows.” | 


* 


* 


on Eo * 
than the Duke of Bloomſbury. does with a — 
tune near twenty times as ample. c 


i When our Hero's parents had been married 
about ten months, the Lady found herſelf in a 
ſtate of pregnancy; a circumſtance that afforded 
inexpreſſible pleaſure to her Lord, as well as to 
herſelf, Alas! how little do ſnort - ſighted mor- 
tals know how to judge of what will promote 
their own happineſs! Could Lord and Lady 
######S#* have conceived how much they ſhould 
have reaſon to bluſh for their future ſon, they 
- would have been far from conſidering the cir- 
cumſtance of the pregnancy as a happy one; 
on the contrary, they would have lamented 
the cruelty of their fate, which had deſtined 
them to own a child, the CO to whom 


could yield nothing but diſgrace! Bur it is 


not fit that mortals ſhould read che önn de- 


ſtiny; and Heaven has kindly cloſed from 


our Eyes the book of future events, that we 


may not be guilty of repining at its ordina- 
tions. It would indeed be a dreadiul thing, if 
man was permitted to know his future fate; for 
it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed that, if this was 


the caſe, there would be one happy man or J 


woman in the world: ſince thoſe to whom future 
'Ba . evils 
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evils were allotted, would loſe all the enjoyment 
of the preſent moment, in the dread of thoſe 
evils ; and the children of better fortune would 
be miſerable indeed, from the conſideration that 
the hour of happineſs was not yet arrived: 
thus the former would be wretched from the 
dread, and the latter unhappy from the non- 
arrival of the future period, But Providence 

has "kindly decreed it otherwiſe z and in the 
Wiſdom and Benevolence of that determination, 
it is our duty moſt „ to acquiclth, | 
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Ina few weeks after Lady #$##*#*+. TOW 
_ herſelf with child, ſhe intreated his Lord- 
ſhip to think of retiring to Huntingdonſhite, 
as the choſe rather to lie-in at their country- 
fear, than at their houſe in town. A modern 

_ fingJady will perhaps wonder at this choice, and 


women of quality, who prefer the peaceable en- 
joyment of rural pleaſures to all the noiſe and 
hurry of the tom. She was indeed a lady of 
this tap ; anf had h much good ſenſe to 
conceive that the perpetual buſtle of viſitings and 
routs was proper for A W in her ſituation. 

- But my fair reidem vit bb apt to urge, chat her 
|  Ladyſbip ran a Ae ha "_O ill-attended at 
1 


* 
2 


1 0 
che time of her delivery; as it cannot be ſop- 
poſed that Huntingdonſhire afforded fach a 


choice of excellent and ſkilful men-midwives as 


1 


abound in the metropolis. 


Softly, my good Ladies be not ſo haſty in 
drawing concluſions.— At the period we are now 


. writing of, the gentlemen. of the faculty were 


not admitted to ſuch intimate connections with 
the fair Sex as they are at preſent; nor was it 
then quite fo common as it now is, for the 
Phyſician or Surgeon to know more of a La- 
dy's ſecrets than her huſband. . But if this had 
been the faſhion z if thoſe times had been dif- 
graced b this indelicate cuſtom, Lady #OSSOESS 
Was a woman of ſentiments, far, too refined, of 
too pure a diſpoſition of mind, to have yielded 


to the torrent, which, to the diſgrace of the 
preſent times, has at length borne down all de- 8 
cent decorum before it; except, indeed, in the 


inſtance of one particular Lady, whoſz example, 
one would imagine, the ladies of rank and 
faſhion would be moſt, ambitious of follow. 


reer 


ing. . W eee 


mn a word, Lady e vas one of 
thoſe unfaſhionable mortals wha had no ſmall 
dependance on the aſſiſting hand of Providence; 

and, 
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. 16 ] 
and, for the reſt, thought herſelf as ſafe in the 
care pf a good old experienced Woman, as het 
Maternal anceſtors had been for ages paſt, Nor 
did his Lordſhip want that refinement of ſenti- 
ment which dictated the impropriety of adviſing 
any other than female-attendants in the moment 
of Nature's diſtreſs. 3 


Lady #####*###* had no ſooner ſignified her 
wiffi that the might reſide in the country till after 
her delivery, than preparations were made for 
the whole family to leave London. Three ſet- 
vaũts were diſpatched to the country- ſeat, to get 
every thing ready for the reception of its noble 
owners; and in leſs than a fortnight they left 
London, with their whole retinue : a retinue; 
though not in the higheſt ſtile of ſplendor and 

elegance, yet ſuch as became an Engliſh Noble- 
man, who was wiſe enough not to live be- 
yond the bounds of his fortune. 


A coach and fix, which held Lord and Lady 
#2®####*, with a gentleman and Lady of their 
acquaintance, followed by a coach and four 
with their principal female domeſtics, and atten- 
ded by his Lordſhip's gentleman and four other 
ſervants on horſeback, compoſed the whole of 


their train, It was not at that time the cuſtom to 
ride 


1 
ride poſt when perſons were in no hurry, nor to 
kill five or ſix horſes in the courſe of a journey, 
merely to ſhew that thoſe who were inclined to 
make fools of themſelves had it in their power 
to do ſo. People of faſhion then travelled as 
they lived—in the family way—and ran no more 
riſk of breaking their necks by the frolics of the 


road, than of ruining their fortunes by the « ex- 
travagance of their tables. 
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. Our company left London on a fine afternoon 
towards the end of the month of May ; and, 
after a ſtage of eighteen miles, repoſed them- 
felves for the night. They ſet forward at a mo- 
derate- rate, the next morning; and ſleeping 
another night on the road, arrived at the place 
of their deſtination two hours before dinner time, 
on the third day. This Journey, by means of 
freſh ſets of horſes at every ſhort ſtage, and at 
the hazard of their lives, a pair of our modern 
nobility would perform in about eight hours; 
to the great fatigue of themſelves, and the evi- 
dent loſs of the Inn-keepers on the road, who, of 
late years, have juſtly complained that they 
cannot live by what trifling profits are to be glean- 
ed from theſe birds of paſſage, 
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Pre- 


- . Previous. Preparations having been made for 
the reception of the. Gueſts, they fat down, with- 
out, fatigue, and with good appetites, to one of 
thoſe comfortable family-dinners, the enjoyment 
of which exeeeds that of all the luxury of a 
birth-day feaſt. Decent plenty covered the table, 
while health and ſatisfaction dwelt on every 
countenance. If the Miſtreſs of the Manſion ' 
was charmed with the polite and chearful manger 

in which her Lord had complied with her re- 

queſt of reſiding in the Country, his Lordſhip 

was not leſs tranſported, at the thought of hav- 

ing gratified the wiſhes of the Woman, whoſe 

happineſs was even dearer to him than his own. 

The day was ſpent in decent mirth ; and grati- 

tude to that Providence which indulged them 

with the means of being thus happy, crowned 

the family banquet. 


On the ſucceeding day, hit Lordſhip, and 
his friend, whom we ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Moreton, aroſe with the earlieſt dawn, 
to enjoy the beauties of a” May-Morning 3 
and had already ſtrolled three miles from home, 
when the fun began to gild the tops of the 
hills, They inſtantly gained an eminence, 
and were contemplating the elegance of the 


ſcene 


t $71 


ſcene around them, when they beheld at the 


foot of a tree, at no great diſtance from the 
place where they ſtood, the body of a man, 
ſtretched, as if lifeleſs, on the ground. They 
loſt not a moment in repairing to the place, 
where they found a Young fellow, of the gen- 
teeleſt appearance, who had hanged himſelf 
in his garters : but the bough to which he had 
tied himſelf breaking, he had fallen to the 
ground before he was quite dead. He had 
however, hung till he was ſenſeleſs — the garter 
ſtill remained faſt about his neck, and he 
would, probably, never have opened his eyes 
again, if theſe gentlemen had not come ſo 


opportunely to bis relief. Mr. Moreton happily 


knew a little of Phlebotomy ; and while his 
Lordſhip looſened the bandage from the. ſtran- 
ger's neck, that Gentleman prepared to give him 
farther relief by bleeding. He had ſcarcely 
taken away two ounces of blood, when the 
unhapßy man opened his eyes, and, though 
he could not ſpeak, ſeemed by his looks to 
thank them for their well- timed aſſiſtance. Mr. 
Moreton was cautious of taking away too much 
blood, as the gentleman ſeemed in a very low 
and languid ftate of body. He therefore bound 
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1 
up his arm, and began to confer with his Lord: 
ſhip on the beſt method of affording him farther 
relief. At this inſtant they looked round them, 
and beheld a horſe, with ſaddle and bridle on, 
feeding at a ſmail diſtance from the place where 
they ſtood. This object had entirely eſcaped 
their notice before; but they could not doubt 
of its belonging to the gentleman whoſe life 
they had probably been the means of ſaving; 
nor if they had doubted it, would they have 
heſitated a moment to borrow the uſe of the 
beaſt on ſo urgent an occaſion. While his Lord - 
ſhip ſupported the Stranger, Mr. Moreton 
brought the horſe to the ſpot. The unhappy 
man had by this time ſo far recovered, as. to 
judge of their kind intentions cowards him; 
but he could not yet ſpeak, He waved his 
hand, however, in ſuch a manner, as as they 
conceived to be a requeſt that they would 
permit him to recover yet farther, be they 
placed him on the horſe. They wat Wich 
patience about fifteen minutes, when his Lord 
ſhip recollecting that he had a bottle of ſalts in 
his pocket, applied it to the ſtranger's noſe. 
This produced a ſpeedy, and a happy effect; 
he thrice attempted to ſpeak, and was at 

length 


( 42 3 
length able to utter the word thanks — this he 
repeated ſeveral times, but ſeemed unable to ſay 


more. Mr. Moreton then aſked, if he would 


be placed on the horſe — He faintly anſwer 
Yes. His Lordſhip, whoſe anxiety for the 


+ * pu 
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ſtranger's welfare had not yet permitted him 


to confider where he was, now looked round 
him, and ſoon recollected, that he had a te- 
nant, a poor farmer, whoſe houſe was within 
half a mile of the ſpot. They inſtantly mount- 
ed the invalid on the horſe, and walking one 
on each fide of it, to ſupporthim, they proceed- 
ed by flow degrees to the farm-houſe, where 
"6 were no ſooner arrived, than the Stranger 
as put to bed; and his Lordſhip having given 
the neceſſary directions for his being taken care 
of, left the houſe with his friend, promiſing to 
return towards the Evening. | - 
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CHAP. I. 


he Hiſtory of Mr. Willmore. Farther particu- 
lars of what happened previous to the birth of 
our Hero. His mother encounters an Accident. 
Her Dream. The birth of Jemmy Twitcher, 
and an account how he was di poſed of in bis 


Infancy. 


ORD #*##*#**#* and Mr. Moreton had 

no ſooner left the farm-houſe, than they 
bent their way immediately to his Lordſhip's 
ſeat, which they reached ſoon after ſeven o'clock ; 
having previouſly determined not to mention 
word of the incident they had met with, leſt it 


mould have an ill effect on Lady *########% 


Spirits. They had not long arrived before the 
Ladies made their appearance; and their break- 
faſt was on the table before eight o'clock. Let 
not our modern fine Ladies wonder at this early 
hour of breakfaſting z but remember that this 
circumſtance happened more than forty yearPFago, 
that it was in the Country, and in the houſe of 
a nobleman, who knew that time*might be em- 
ployed in a more uſeful manner than in ſpending 


dhe morning in bed, the afternoon in drinking, 
and the night in Card-playing. 


Break- 


1 


Breakfaſt being diſpatched, our happy and 
agreeable Company ſallied forth into the garden, 
to entertain themſelves with ſurveying the beau- 
ties of nature, in that month when ſhe puts on 
her gayeſt livery. In this rational manner did 
they ſpend ſeveral hours, and ſeemed not to 
know how ſwift, the moments flew, when a 
ſervant came to let them know that dinner 
was ready, They obeyed the ſummons — the 
repaſt as plentiful, but not luxurious they 
enjoyed their meal in a manner to which the 
profeſſed Son of Luxury is an utter ſtranger; 
and, when they had pledged each other in a 
glaſs of friendſhip, aroſe from table with 2 
 chearfulneſs that did credit to the innocence of 


- their hearts, 


They had already taken a turn in the gardens 
and adjacent meadows, when his Lordſhip in- 
vited Mr. Moreton to ride over a part of the 
Eſtate, to view the improvements he had been 
making, This was a hint that it was time 
to think of returning to the farm-houſe, to 
_ enquire after the welfare of the perſon whom 

they had ſo happily relieved in the morning. 


Mr, Moreton readily accepted his Lordſhip's 
invitation; 
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invitation; and, having conducted the ladies 
to the dwelling-houſe, they inſtantly mounted 
their horſes, and taking a circular-ride through 
ſeveral of his Lordſhip's grounds, ſoon gained 
the road which led to the farm-houſe that 
contained their queſt. Mis 


They had no ſooner arrived at the houſe, than 
the good Woman ran to the door, exclaiming, 
oO, my Lord, O, Sir, I am glad you are 
come the gentleman longs to thank you for 
<'your chatitable kindneſs? They immediately 
entered farmer Hudſon's little habitation, where 
they found the Gentleman already well enough 
to fit up in his bed. Perſons who have conferred 
an obligation ſeldom ſtand upon ceremony. His 
' lordſhip and Mr. Moreton ſeizing each a hand 

of the ſtranger, congratulated him on the ap- 
Pearance of his ſpeedy recovery. He ſeemed 
highly pleaſed with their kind compliments, but 
wholly unable to expreſs his gratitude, A big 
tear ſtood in either eye, while others trickled 
down his cheeks. His Lordſhip adviſed him to 
compoſe himſelf, and left the room for a few 
moments, to give way to thoſe emotions of na- 
ture, which, not to feel and acknowledge, is 
12 f to 


1 
to be leſs than Man. On his Lordſhip's return, 
the Stranger, who had conſiderably recovered, 
overwhelmed his deliverers with ſuch a profuſion 
of gtateful acknowledgements, that they had no 
reaſon to doubt the original purity of his ſenti- 
ments, or his ſincere contrition for the crime 
which he had been guilty of. 


As he was now tolerably well in ſpirits, his 
Lordſhip joined Mr. Moreton in requeſting he 
would relate ſuch of the particulars of his life 
as he thought proper ; and, m particular, the 
fatal incident which reduced him to the Melan- 
choly ſituation in which they had found him in 
the morning. With this requeſt he inſtantly 
complied in the following Words. 


My name, Gentlemen, is Willmore I am 
© the only fon of Sir Harry Willmore of this 
County If your reſidence be in this neigh- 
* bourhood, Gentlemen, you cannot but know 
« ſomething of my family—[His Lordthip 
© bowed]-—It was no diſgrace to be acquainted 
« with the Willmores till chis fatal morning. My 
* mother, Heaven be praiſed, is removed from 
* this fleeting world, and cannot be acquainted 
with the follies and misfortunes of her ſon. 

After 


[ 36 } 
* After Sir Harry had given me as good an edu- 


cation, by means of domeſtic tutors, as he 


© conceived neceſſary to fit me for the univerſity, 
I was removed from under his paternal eye to 
— college in Cambridge, where I have now 
© been four years, 'and may boaſt of having 
© made ſome proficiency in my ſtudies. About 
© a year ago it was my misfortune to become 
* acquainted with two young men of the firſt 
© rank in the Univerſity ; and by their advice 
and example J have been led into almoſt all 
the follies and vices that one of my age can 
«be ſuppoſed capable of prattiſing. . . but to 
the pernicious practice of gaming it is that I 

* principally owe my ruin. The firſt two 
. months of our career robbed me of more mo- 
© ney than my father's annual allowance; yet 
1 aſſure you, Gentlemen, that Sir Harry is a 


*: boyntiful. man, and my ſtipend was amply ſuf. 


* ficient for any youth of my rank in life, 
When. the Gaming: table had ſtripped me of 
« all my Caſh, 1 had recourſe to my father fot 
2 more. For a long while I was amply ſup- 
< plied 3 but my demands at length grew ſo nu- 
merous and exorbitant, that my father thought 
s rf to withhold all farther ſupplſes, till 1 
ve him ſoine tolerable account of what was 


— 


* + becogte of the large ſums of money I had al- ; 


ready 


LS 3 

© ready ſquandered, It is ſhocking to think, 
* Gentlemen, it is diſgraceful to reflect what piti- 
ful excuſes I made, and what low arts I put in 
practice, to extort ſtill farther remittances from 
the bounty of my Father. Sometimes I ſuc- 
© ceededz but the ſums I could raiſe were in- 
© ſtantly ſquandered away at the Gaming-table., 
At length, about four months ago, my father 
determined to ſupply me no farthgg, Since 
that period I have contracted debts to a conſi- 
< derable amount, It is not difficult for the only 
© ſon of a man of large fortune to find Credit at 
© Cambridge, There is ſcarce a ſtreet M the 
* town, or a college in the Univerſity, in. which 
© I have not a Creditor; At length, ha- 
ever, all theſe reſources failed me. The 
* thoughtleſs extravagance of my life made men 
© of generoſity cautious of truſting me. As the 
© laſt effort to redeem my fortune, as the dernier 
© reſort of deſpair, I laid my ſacrilegious hands 
© ona ſet of valuable trinkets and jewels, which 
my dying mother bequeathed, as the deareſt 
© pledge of her love and affection. Theſe I 
© converted into Caſh, and in one evening was 
« ſtripped of it all! O!] how did I curſe my 
fate! This laſt deed ſhocked me more than 
6 all the former, and ,determined me to end a 

D being 
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being no longer ſupportable. With this view 
I hireda horſe, and left Cambridge in the dead 
< of the night. Alas! what have I not ſuffered 
© ſince that fatal hour. I have been quite 
diſtracted — ſo loſt in my own melancholy re- 
flections, that I cannot certainly ſay how many 
© nights it is ſince. I quitted the Univerſity — poſ- 
« ſibly three or four — but ſince that time I have 


not been in bed, till your Charity, Gentlemen, 


placed me here this morning. Though I left 
Cambridge with a determination, as I thought 
« a fixed one, of putting a ſpeedy end to my life 
© and'roubles- together; yet coward nature re- 
© volted, or, poſſibly, the remains of a Virtuous 
and religious Education withheld my hand, In 
one moment I thought of returning to my fa- 
© ther: but, in the next, reſolved to periſh 
rather | than. confeſs my Crimes. Having 
© Wandered-till I had ſpent the laſt ſhilling, (for 


Trank ſpirituous Tqiors wherever-F could 


meet with them,) I threw the bfidte dver my 
horſeꝰs neck, permitting the beaſt to take his 
© own Courſe; but reſ6lved not to ſurvive many 
© hours. I recolle& that it was late in the 
© Evening, when J gave the beaſt his: choice 
vhere to wander; and I ſuppoſe hunger carried 


him out of the high road, for I do not remem- 


ber 


So 1 


© ber to have baited him ſince [left Cambtidge. 


W © 2 — 


© not to be conceived ; and as ſooh as T beheld 
« the riſing ſun, finally determined on the höttid 
* deed of which you, Gentlemen, were in ſome 
degree Witneſſes — Having placed the horſe 
© under the tree, I ſtood upright on the ſaddle, 
and attempted the Commiſſion of a crime, 
«* which Heaven, in its wiſdom, has prevented. 
* You know the reſt, better than I can inform 
* you, I have only to thank you, gentlemen, 
© in the ſincereſt manner; to ſolicit your advice 
how to regulate my future conduct; and to 
© hope that my crimes, great as they are, will 
© not be found beyond the reach of mercy.? 


Here young Willmore left off ſpeakings 
while he wiped from his face the tears of 
gratitude and penitence, that flowed in abun- 
dance. The friendly Auditors having offered 
the afflicted Youth their beſt adviee, and con- 
gratulated him on the ſignal providence that 
had preſerved his life; his Lordſhip pro- 
ceeded to inform him who he was, and pro- 
miſed not to deſert his cauſe, till he had effect. 
ed a perfect reconciliation between him and 
his father. This he ſoon did; and in three 
5 | D 2 days 
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2 days time young Willmore returned to his 
father*s houſe. All paſt matters were forgotten 
in the joy that Sir Harry felt on his ſon's 
narrow eſcape from Death. The Youth did 
not return to the Univerſity ; but all his debts 
were ſpeedily diſcharged. A fter two years he 
married a very amiable young Lady, with whom 
he now enjoys the paternal Eſtate, The Old 
Gentleman has been dead many Years: but 
the Son (himſelf at this time far advanced in 
life, and ſurrounded by a worthy offspring.) 

Fails not to pay the moſt grateful tribute of af- 
ian to his father's memory. 


4 Let us now Return to our Hiſtory. Lord 
= | #*#####*® and Mr, Moreton having ſettled 
the method of proceeding reſpecting Mr. 

Willmore, left that Gentleman at the farm- 
* houſe, and returned to his Lordſhip's Seat, 
highly ſatisfied with having thus diſcharged 
| the duties of the Day. Mrs. Benſon, the 
Friend and Companion of Lady **#*#**#+*+, 

was ſoon acquainted with the particulars of 
== the abovementioned adyenture: but it was 
thought prudent to keep the knowledge of it 
from her Ladyſhip, till after her delivery, 

when ſhe likewiſe joined in the general joy 
on that occaſion, 
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Thus 


1 


Thus the days and the Weeks glided chear- 
fully on, in acts of friendſhip and hoſpitality, 
enlivened by the innocent amuſements of the 
Country. About two months after their ar- 


rival in Huntingdonſhire, on a warm evening in 


the month of July, when Lord #**#*#*#*#*#* had 
ſeveral viſitors at his ſeat, he propoſed a party of 
fiſhing, as an amuſement for the Ladies. This 
was no ſooner mentioned than aſſented to. At 
the bottom of the Garden was a noble fiſh-pond, 
ſurrounded by ſloping banks of the fineſt Ver- 
dure, The Ladies being furniſhed with the ne- 
ceſſary implements, took thei ſeats round the 
pond, and began to enjoy their ſport, while the 
gentlemen employed themſelves in furniſhing 
them with bait. The pond being well ſtocked, 
they drew up plenty of the Scaly fry ; but they 
had not been long at their diverſion, before an 
accident happened, that in an inſtant put a ſtop 
to all their mirth. A fiſh of conſiderable ſize 
having faſtened itſelf to Lady #*#**##*#*®z hook, 
ſhe aroſe from her ſeat to indulge its motions, 
till, being fatigued with ſtruggling to get looſe, 
ſhe might the more ſecurely bring it to land. 
All eyes were upon her, and every mouth pro- 
nounced the praiſe of the noble fiſherwomaa. 
Incautiouſly, ſhe went too near the edge of the 


pond 
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pond ; and the fiſh making a ſudden effort with 
his whole ſtrength, while ſhe held the rod faſt in 
her hand, a tuft of graſs and earth on which her 
foot reſted giving way, ſhe fell at once almoſt 


Co into the middle of the pond. Inſtantly his Lord- 


* 


ana 


A 


ſhip, Mr. Moreton, and two other gentlemen, 


peine plunged in to her aſſiſtance — the water was as 


deep as their necks — and they but confounded 
one another in their endeavours to ſave her at 


5 length, however, Moreton had the happineſs of 


bringing her to ſhore; and the gentlemen 
found no great difficulty in regaining the land. 
Her Ladyſhip was almoſt without ſigns of 
life: — but being immediately put to bed, 
me ſoon recovered her ſenſes; and phyſicians 
being inſtantly ſent for, ſhe was the next 
day pronounced to be out of danger. Her 
indiſpoſition, however, continued for ſeveral 
days, during which the tender anxiety of her 
noble huſband may be much better conceived 
than expreſſed : and even when ſhe was well 
enough recovered to go abroad, and ſeemed 
to feel no ill-conſequences from the accident, 
his Lordſhip was ſtill dreadfully apprehenſive 
that the Child with which ſhe was pregnant, 
might be affected and injured by the mother's 


misfortune, They were obliged to wait the 
event 
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event with patience, and that event convĩ 
them that his Lordſhip's fears had 


groundleſs. | 


Soon after her Ladyſhip's recovery a cir 
ſtance happened, which was conſidered: } 
prognoſtic of the future character of the C. 
with which ſhe laboured; but which we re- 
cite, more from a ſtrict regard to hiſtorical 
truth, than from any faith we have in Omens 
and prognoſtications, But be this as it may, 
the good Women of the neighbourhood, who 
had heard her Ladyſhip's dream from the Maid- 
ſervants, did nat fail to draw very unfavoura- 
ble concluſions from the ſubſtance of it. 


Lord & being gone to London for a 
few days on buſineſs of importance; in the 
middle of the ſecond night of his abſence, her 
Ladyſhip awoke in great perturbation of mind, 
and pulling the bell with unuſual violence, was 
immediately attended by Mrs, Benſon, and her 
female domeſtics. They found her Ladyſhip 
in a moſt dreadful condition; inſenſible of 
her ſituation, trembling ſo that the bed ſhook 
under her, and bathed in cold ſweats, that 
ſucceeded each other with the utmoſt rapidity. _ » 
: It 
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as near a quarter of an hour before 
Benſon could make her | ſenſible that 


s really ſafe at her own ſeat in the 


fy: but when, at length, from the faces 
other objects about her, ſhe was con- 
d of that truth, ſhe became more calm, 
ſoon burſt into a flood of tears, which 


corded her inſtant relief. 


When ſhe became tolerably eaſy, Mrs. 
a Benſon, who had determined to fit by her 


during the remainder of the night, begged, 
in the moſt preſſing manner, that ſhe would 


relate what had happened to diſcompoſe her, 


as the moſt effectual method to recover 
the tranquility of her mind. With this re- 


queſt her Ladyſhip did not heſitate to com- 


ply ; and without ordering the ſervants out of 
the room, ſpoke as follows, — When I 
© came to bed laſt night, I acknowledge that 
I was very uneaſy, leſt ſome accident ſhould 
« befal me during his Lordſhip's abſence from 


* 


« this place. It was a conſiderable time be- 


fore I could compoſe myſelf to reſt, and I 
8 ſuppoſe, I had ſlept but a very little time, 
£ when I was terrified with the moſt ſhocking 


* « dream imaginable. I fancied myſelf at our 


© houſe 
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* houſe in London, and in the laſt month 
of my pregnancy, when caſually taking up a 
* a News-paper, I read an Advertiſement of 


s a Maſquerade, to be held in the following 


cad P 
been i 


Week. Naturally averſe as I am to thoſe- c um 
kind of diverſions, and highly improper as & 
* I«conceived it for a Woman in my ſituation hild 


to make one of ſuch a Company, I won- 
der at that Curioſity which impelled me 
* to aſk my Lord to go to the Maſquerade, 
© I was unable, however, to ſuppreſs the in- 
* clination I had to be preſent; and requeſted 
© his Lordſhip to indulge my folly. He re- 
« preſented in the ſtrongeſt terms, though with 
* the moſt tender complaiſance, the impropriety 
of my going, for the reaſons abovementioned. 

But 1 was deaf to his arguments, tho* 1 
* ſaw the force of them; and at length he 
© conſented to my going. Nothing now re- 
* mained but to chuſe our dreſſes, and wait 
for the happy night. It at length arrived ; 
and we were carried to the ſcene of mirth. 
»The Company was very numerous, and 
the drefles in general, ſuperb beyond my 
conception. His Majeſty * was preſent, and, 
did me the Honour to take very particular 


* George I. This dream happened in 1725. 
E notice 
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notice of me. Late in the night, and ruſt 


* when his Lordſhip, anxious for my health, 
* was perſuading me to retire, I thought a 


. © maſque entered the room, the moſt hideous 


© ] had ever beheld. The whole Company, 
indeed, ſeemed aſtoniſhed and ſhocked, at 
the prepoſterous fancy that had adopted ſuch 
* a dreſs, It was half monkey, half goat, 
© The head, fore paws, breaſt, and ſome part 
© of the body, was of the monkey kind, 
while all the reſt reſembled a he-goat: 
« What made this - ſight more ſhocking was, 
© that the figure ated up to its character; 
© the miſchievous tricks of one animal, and 
« the laſcivious of the other, were moſt de- 


C teſtably blended, This maique, however, 
.© was not ſuffered to remain. The Gentle- 


men preſent held a ſhort converſation, and 


« then united to kick it out of the room, I 


« dreamt that it was immediately known that 


© this character was aſſumed by à certain ba- 
'© ronet, who hearing I was to be there, and 
© knowing my condition, had acted this 
_ © ſcandalous part, to be revenged on me for 


© having refuſed him my hand in marriage. 


I fainted at this news, and was conveyed 


home in a ſenſeleſs condition. But now 


comes the horrid part of the dream, Me- 


: + tought 
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thought I continued ill for ten days, at the 
end of which time I was delivered of an 
Animal exactly reſembling that I had ſeen 
in my dream: and this occaſioned the per- 
' © turbation of mind in which IT awoke.“ 


Whether Lady sas“, dream was of 
the prophetic kind, or not, will be ſeen in the 
courſe of this Hiſtory : — but there are not 
wanting thouſands of living witneſſes who de- 
clare that it was ſo; and that the Hero of 
this tale is, and has been from his infancy, 
as miſchievous as a monkey, and as letcherous 


28 a goat. 


In fix days after this circumſtance Lord 
######## returned to Huntingdonſhire; and 
having been informed of what the reader is 
already acquainted with, uſed every argument 
that his good ſenſe and tenderneſs could ſuggeſt, 
to convince her Ladyſhip that dreams were 
only the effects of a diſturbed imagination, 
and that they fore-boded neither good nor 
evil. Her Ladyſhip ſeemed to be convinced 
by his arguments ; ſoon recovered her accuſ- 
fomed calmneſs of mind, and at the expected 

E 2 time 


3 


time vas delivered of a fine boy, whoſe 
Hiſtory is deſtined to fill the following pages. 


Lady ######** was no ſooner informed 
that her new-born Son was free from all blemiſh 
or imperfection, than her joy became as great 


"as her anxiety had been before. At her own 


choice ſhe ſuckled the boy : —but at the 
end of four months he became fo ravenous 
an his demands, that his mother, who was 
rather weak at the time, was unable to ſupply. 
him any longer: and as it was thought too 


early to wean him, a nurſe was enquired for; 


and, at length, the young healthy wife of a 
Jabouring man in the neighbourhood, was fixed 
upon to ſuperintend the young peer. With 


this good Woman he continued till he was 


near three years of age. What became of hitn 
afterwards, will appear in the nn, 


chapters. 


CH AP. 
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CHAP, III. 


The Pranks our Hero played in bis early 
Youth, He is placed under the care of a 
Clergyman in Kent, Account of his beha- 
viour while in that Gentleman's family. His 
tricks at length determine bis Maſter to get 
rid of him ; and he returns to London, 
A T the expiration of the third annual 
Viſit which the noble parents of our Hero 
made to their Country Seat, after they had 
left him in the care of the labourer's wife, 
they thought it proper to take him under 
their own immediate inſpection, that they 
might give him ſuch an education, and offer 
him ſuch occaſional inſtructions as were ſuited 
to the rank in life which he was deſtined to 
fill, They therefore immediately brought him 
to London, where no care or expence was 
ſpared to cultivate his young mind, and in- 
ſpire him with principles of Vittue and 
- *Honour. | 


Nothing remarkable happened during the 
ſucceeding four years of his life: but that 
he appeared a froward, ill-tempered Child 3 


and though apparently poſſeſſed of ſupetior 
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talents, ſeemed prone to abuſe them on every 
occaſion. But he had no ſooner entered the 
eighth year of his age, than the latent vices 
of his mind began to diſplay themſelves 
much more conſpicuouſly. At this early 
period he uſed to amuſe himſelf with drown- 
ing young cats and puppies, ſetting fire to the 
maids cloaths, putting cinders into the ſtew- 
pans, and a thouſand other miſchievous whimſies, 
that ſufficiently denoted his diſpoſition, and 
plainly ſhewed that he would do more harm 
as ſoon as he was able. 


Many, tho* not all, of theſe circumſtances 
came to the knowledge of his parents, and 
were the ſource of infinite affliftion to them : — 
his mother in particular, would ſometimes wiſh, 
in the bitterneſs of her heart, that he had 
never been born: but wiſhes were now ineffec- 
tual; and the great conſideration was, - how 
to alleviate the evil which could not be wholly 
temedied. With this view Lord *#####*##* | 
made enquiry among his acquaintance, for a 
proper perſon to undertake the ſuperintendance 
. of his Son; and was ſoon recommended to a 
Taooung Clergyman in Kent, who was lately 
£ © married, and had but very moderate promotion 
in the Church, To this gentleman his Lordſhip 
A wrote 


* 
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11 
wrote on the ſubject; and requeſted the favour 
of ſeeing him in town, if he did not think the 
care of the child beneath his notice. The Cler- 
gyman ſoon arrived in London ; and after ſtaying 
a few days, prepared to depart. with his pupil, 
Lady **#****** could not think of loſing him 
without tears, though. ſhe wiſhed him in any 
hands but her own, His Lordſhip, however, 
with manly firmneſs, delivered up his Son, 
with theſe remarkable words — © I commit to 
your care, Sir, the moſt refractory boy in 
© the Univerſe: —if you can make any thing of 
© him, depend on my gratitude for a ſuitable 
return.“ The Clergyman promiſed to exert 
his beſt endeavours, and departed with his 


pupil. 


Lord *#*###*### had previouſly enjoined Mr. 
Harris (for that was the name of the Clergyman) 
to write him a monthly account of the behaviour 
of the boy; and from the letters written in con- 
ſequence of this injunction we are enabled to con- 
tinue our hiſtory with regularity, which other= 
wiſe would be abruptly broken in this place; 
It appears that our Hero behaved with tolera- 
ble decency for the firſt month; a circumſtance 
that evinces the vice of hypoctiſy to have taken 
place in his n mind: but though he might 

have 
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have been then tinctured with that vice, our 
readers may be aſſured that it makes no part of 
his preſent charafter, and that many years have 
now elapſed ſince he has had virtue ſufficient 
even to attempt diſguiſing the worſt of his 

The ſecond, and every future letter which 
Lord A received from Mr. Harris, for 
the ſpace of a year and a half, brought him very 
diſagreeable accounts of his Son, and tended to 
prove that he was, what his Lordſhip had deno- 
minated him, the moſt refractory boy in the 
© Univerſe,” At che g iration of eighteen : 
months Mr. Harris wrote his Lordſhip the bol. 
lowing Letter. 


My Lord. 

Truly concerned as Tam to be obliged by an 
adherence to truth, to ſend your Lordſhip 
nothing but ill-tidings of your Son, I have ma- 


: turely deliberated on every circumſtance that I 
cC Could conceive might enable me to tranſmit you 


better news — and at length I flatter myſelf that 
I have fixed on a plan, which, if it meets with 
your Lordſhip's approbation, may afford at 
leaſt a gleam of hope. Your Son is now far 


advanced in his tenth year; and if ſome method 
| be 


1 
be not ſpeedily adopted to root out, in ſome 
meaſure, the vices of his mind, I ſhall deſpair. 
of ever ſeeing him, what I moſt devoutly wiſh 
him to be, a good man, and an ornament to the 
noble family from which he has the honour to be 
deſcended. The plan, My Lord, which I have 
to propoſe is, to take as boarders five or ſix 
young gentlemen of the moſt reputable families, 
and, if poſſible, to ſelect iuch young gentlemen, 
as have already given proofs of their virtuous 
diſpoſitions. This, I ſhould imagine, with your 
Lordſhip's aſſiſtance, might be no difficult mat- 
ter to effect. By the example of theſe youths I 
am tempted to hope that your Son might be 
gradually weaned from that habit of vice which 
at preſent directs all his conduct. And I am 
the rather encouraged in this hope, becauſe I 
ſhould endeavour to animate my pupils to acts of 
virtue and honour, by beſtowing occaſional re- 
wards on the moſt deſerving, and affixiag ſome 
badge of diſgrace on thoſe who might be found 
to merit it. Perhaps, by theſe means, ſhame 
might effect, what inſtruftion and advice at pre- 
ſent cannot do, Your Lordſhip will conſider of 
this matter; and if my propoſal meets with your 
approbation, you will aſſiſt, in the execution 
of it, | 


Your Lordſbip's moſt obedient, 
moſt devoted bumble ſervant, 

F CnARTESs Harkis, 

_*- £-- | 


— 
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This plan was fo flattering to Lord *######+#3, 
hopes, and ſo perfectly coincident with his own 
way of thinking, that he loſt no time in apply- 
ing to ſeveral Gentlemen of his acquaintance, ta 
whom he gave ſo advantageous an account of 
the learning, abilities, and character of Mr, 
Harris, that in three months time that gentleman 
found himſelf at the head of a little univerſity 
of feven ſcholars, beſide the Hero of this tale. 
The eldeſt of theſe lads was not more than 
twelve years of age, and the youngeſt near 
nine ; ſo that they were admirably calculated to 
be companions to each other, 


Mr. Harris might have had more pupils; but 
as he had no intention of keeping an Uſher, he 
conceived the number ſufficient for his own 
ſuperintendance ; and as he was paid a genteel 
price with each, determined to gake the utmoſt 
care'of them, He only increaſed his family by 
the addition of two maid-ſervants, to one which 
' he already kept; and prepared to accommodate 
his Scholars in a manner ſuited to their rank. 


Some months had paſſed, when our little Aca- 
demy broke up for the Chriſtmas Holidays, 
and the Young Gentlemen were ſent, in two 
MEH to London, where our Hero had 


never 


+» bo . 
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never been, ſince he was firſt placed under the 
care of Mr. Harris. His Lordſhip having learnt, 
in his two laſt letters, rather more favourable 
accounts of him than formerly, received him 
with great marks of affection; while his mother 
overwhelmed him with tenderneſs, 


As he was now of an age ſufficient to reliſh 
the more rational pleaſures, his parents, during 
this receſs for the holidays, took him ſeveral 
times to the Theatres, when our beſt Tragedies 
and Comedies were repreſented ; flattering them- 
ſelves with the hope, that the great and Virtuous 
characters of the Stage would catch his at- 
tention, and inſpire him with worthy and ele- 
vated ſentiments: but they had the mortification 

to find their generous cares wholly fruitleſs, ot 
rather productive of ill-conſequences than other- 
wiſe. It was their cuſtom, on the morning 
ſucceeding any theatrical repreſentation, to aſk 
him his opinion of the principal characters of 
the play: —they found that he had talents to 
diſtinguiſh, but that he always judged wrong ; 
evermore preferring the trifling, the miſchievous, 
or the infernally wicked characters, to the great, 
the good, the reſpectable. With him, Syphax 
was a character ſuperior to Cato; and Jago and 
Sbylock were two of his greateſt favourites. The 

| F 2 Stage, 
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Stage, Sek. was tried in vain, to operate 
| on the mind of this wayward youth. The holi- 
| days wore away very tediouſly ; and his parents 


were happy when the expiration of the allotted 
month enabled them, with propriety, to return 
their ſon to his preceptor. 


* * - 4 os 
—_— —— ry 
—_ n —— — 


and =» — 


Let us now ſuppoſe our little. Academy re- aſ- 
aſſembled, and every boy, but the hero of this 
tale, making ſuch advances in virtue and learn- 

| ing, as were moſt flattering to the hopes of 
; | their parents, .and ſeemed to forebode the hap- 


— COS 


- —— —ꝛ— L- ——ñ— — —— - — 
—_ 2 * CY 


— - wy - — x * 


pieſt conſequences in their future lives. We do 

| not mean to tire the reader, by a tedious recital 
yg of every trifling incident of Young Twitcher's 
= life; and ſhall therefore relate only ſuch circum- 
» ſtances as ſerve more effectually to mark his 
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A tale i related of him, which we are well 
aſſured is true, and which happened about the 
time that he had attained his thirteenth year. 
Mr. Harris, his preceptor, was remarkable for 
his regular diſcharge of the eccleſiaſtical duties; 
and for his devout and graceful performance of 
them. This, of courſe, procured him a large 
auditory; and it was frequently obſerved, that 
his church was more crouded than any other 
within many miles of the place, This cir- 


cumſtance gave uneaſineſs to our Hero, Wbo. 
among 
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among other vices, poſſeſſed that ſcandalous one, 

of envying the fame of another: — and it gave 

birth to a ſcheme the moſt extraordinary that 
perhaps ever entered into the head of a boy. He 
frequently offered to lay wagers with his School - 
fellows, that within one month he himſelf would 
perferm ſervice in the church, and be attended 
by as reſpectable an audience as Mr. Harris him- 
ſelf. None of the lads, however, would wager 
with him; but ſome of them laughed at his 
folly, while others wondered at the extravagance 
of his notions. This, however, did not deter 
him from carrying his ſcheme into execution. 


About a mile from the Village where Mr. 
Harris lived, was a large market · town from 
whence our Hero propoſed to procure the ſingu- 
lar company that was to form his audience; and 
at about three hundred yards from Mr. Harris's 
houſe was an empty barn, in which he intended 
to lodge them, till the time of exhibition, He 
did not want money to diſcharge the expences f 
his frolic; and it was executed in the following 
manner. | 


OR 1 

On a holiday-afternooff he went out into the 
Village, and aſſembled ali the poor boys he could 
find, whom he took with him to the bam, and 
'# promifed _. 


promiſed Sixpence for every cat, and a ſhilling 
for each dog, which ſhould be brought, after 
the duſk of the evening, to that barn, for four 
nights ſucceſſively. This was ſuch k Gurage- 
ment for the boys to exert themſelves; that pre- 
ſently all the ſmaller dogs, and moft of the cats 
in the village, as well as great numbers from the 
adjacent town, were conveyed to the barn, where 
our Hero met his ſervants in the dark, and diſ- 
charged his obligation to them. The number, 
however, which had been collected in three days 
was ſuch, that he forbad their ſeeking for any 
more. It may {gem extraordinary that this affair 
was not diſcovered — but the bern was totally 
unoccupied, and ſo hid by trees, that any perſon 
could enter it unperceived; and two of the boys 
being appointed to tie up the animals ſeparately; 
and to furniſh them with victuals and water, 
there was no danger of a diſcovery, either from 
their quarrelling, or from the effects of hunger. 
# 5 N 


The Clerk of the pariſh kept a little public 
houſe within a quarter of a mile of the Church; 
and to this houſe our young Lord, with two of 
his villagggſetvants, went in the -afternoon 
where he called: for fiquor, and inſiſted on the 
Landlord's drinking with them. The doſe was 
repeated ſo often, that the old Clerk fell faſt 
.. afleep ;; and the reſt * family being abſent 
I ci 5 from 
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from the drinking-room, our Hero put the Keys 
of the Church in his pocket, paid his reckoning, 
and departed. It was now time to repair home; 
which he did, after directing his Companions to 
| ſummon their fellows, and meet him at the barn 


night, 


When Mr. Harris and all his family were re- 
tired to reſt, young Twitcher aroſe from his 
bed, ſlipped down ſtairs with his ſhoes' in his 
hand, and taking a candle and lanthorn, and a 
tinder-box, ſtole out of the hhſe, and haſtened 
to the barn ; Mere he found ſome of his com- 
rades, and moſt of the reſt ſoon appeared; but 
others had not been able to get out. Their bu- 
ſineſs now was to remove the dogs and cats to 
the Church; which they did with as much ſecreſy 
as expedition; and the diſtance being very ſmall, 
they had removed them all in the ſpace of an 
hour, and tied them in all the beſt pews near 
the pulpit. They now lighted up candles, 
which had been previouſly provided; and one of 
the company rang the lirtle bell, as for the Cler» 
gyman, Our Hero, w ſhirt over his 
Cloaths, as a ſurplice, ilMediately entered the- 
Chutch, and the ringing of the bell ceaſed, leſt 
the village ſhould be alarmed before the cere- 
Op” was begun, Young Twitcher deſpiſed . 
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the. fear of detection; > he determined that the y 
- neighbourhood ſhould bear witneſs of his ihpu- 
dence and folly; all he feared Was; Ueſt. he 
ſhould be detected too ſoon. Jp 


A 


Several of the inhabitants were at this me 
awake — they inſtantly got up and alarmed their 
neighbours — they approached towards. the 
Church; they plainly ſaw the lights: — but 
none of them had courage to enter. Among the 
reſt Mr. Harris's family was diſturbed ; ; and they 

all inſtantſy repai® to the p to contemplate 
this very extraordinary ſcene. the time the 
Miniſter arrived at the Church- yard, half the 
village had aſſembled — but not a ſoul durſt 
venture within ſeveral paces of the Church-door. 
Mr. Harris himſelf, though not a ſuperſtitious * 
man, was alarmed at appearances :— he heſi · 
tated for a moment — but conſidering it as his 
n= duty to ſet an example of courage to his Pa» 
1 Fiſhioners, he ſtepped forward within the door of 
RX: F* the Church; J tho*, he has ſince, confeſſed, not 
E * bur a ſtrange palpitation of heaff's The ho- 
| net Gouthtiy:f ed bin onelbyfefe, as 
they cquld muſter Wurage to "approxch. By 
this time our A 5 had nearly chocluded the 
ſetvice — he w on, however, with an unem- 
'barrafſed countenance, till Mr, Harris, e enraged 
21. 1 at 
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er his wickedneſy.and folly ; recovered his ſurprize, 
and haſtily ruſhing forward, pulled him from 
the reading · deſæ· The parents of his apoſtate 
companions were f them preſent — the 
boys were inſtantly ſei Rd, and confined in t | 
Veſtry-room, till a conſultation was held how to 
puniſh- them in the moſt exemplary man- 
ner. The Dogs and cats were let looſe, and 
made their eſcape as they could: but in the hur= 
ry, young Twitcher gave his maſter the lip, ſh 
home to bed, and, in the morning, with a face 2 
of the moſt conſummate impence, ſolemnly 
declgred that h w nothipg the tranſaction; " ® 
» that he had ver been out of his preceptor's * 
, ' houſe; and that the whole“ muſt have been , 
" deceptio Viſur, a contrivance of the Devil, or 
me evil ſpirit, to impoſe on, agg terrify Mr. 
arris and his pariſhioners. „N! ö 
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The Wickedneſs of this aſſertion ſhocked the 
whole neighbourhood, (for every one was made 
acquainted, with it) even more, if poſſible, than ns 
the proceedings of the paſt night. But as no 
perſon but Mr. Harris had any authority ov re 
our Hero, and as he was the ſon of a Peer, ge 
eſcaped that puniſhment he i*cll deſeryed. 5 
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At noon on the day following, the honeſt Vil. 
lagers aſſembled at Mr. Harris's houſe, where it 
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; was determined that the culprits ſhould be gif- 
F charged fram their confinement in the Veſtry- 
E room, ang that their reſpective patents ſhould 
pupiſm them. aß they t proper. They 
47 ere accardingly diſchaſed; and moſt of them 
Punderwent a chaſtiſement, falficien ta make. them 
remember the adventure of the dogs and cats to 
the la amen of their h Ves. : 


: 
| 


* 
8 Pb this time Mr. Harris was * tired of 
3 of hi il, and deter 

26 any of his pupil, and determined, at 


ed rid. gf ſa qpoſtate a reich; 


were the 1 


54 mote years ſhould have mazured, him in T 
8 * He therefore took the advantage af 


® all aver, 
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N. 2. reading, 
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| - the firſt ry write a faithful narrative of 
whole tranſackſon to Lord *, and ta 
"= / clare, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that he would no 


1 5b ſuperintend his Son's Riparian, 
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Elis. Lordlip, chough. grewly 8 
think that Mr. Harris had thus determined: SY 
rtrgard to his Son, could by-no means blame him 
for having taken ſuch a reſolution. He therefore 
- wrote. him a polite anſwer to his Letter; in which - 

he thanked him for the care he had ſo long taken 


2 of the abandones boy 3 and promiſed to ſend for 


16 


him . 
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him in a few days. In purſuance of this promiſe, 
his Lordſhip, in the following Week, ſent two 


ſervants to fetch young Twitcher to town; and 


by the ſame conveyance remitted to Mr; Harris, 


* 


78 two Hours b 


outer apartment, Wl they thought proper to 40. 


a ſum amply ſufficient to repay him for the 
trouble he had experienced with the wayward 
youth, The ſervants diſcharged | their. truſt with, 


* 


fidelity; and we now find our Hero at the honſe, Þ 


of his parents in London, What, became of 
him afterwards will be learnt in the N 
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behavidhr. His Jours K 
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Previous to the art our Het; 
Lord *#r#+*## had weng n 1.20) to join 
with him in recetving the young vülain in faces 
mamer as might convince him Row muth they? 
deteſted his late behaviour: and it was mfp 
agreed between the parents to ſhoclc Mm, if 


polſible, into a ſenfe of his folfes. Oft his afft<i 


val, therefofe, he was ordered to remain = 


r 03M * 
Wy Twitcher ; reception. in 7 DWP. Jis + ial 


its _conſey ** 


mit him to their preſence: and he was kept 


E they would fer im. At 
S | length, | 
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length, however, he was directed to walk in; 


tempt. This behaviour, from, the fondeſt of 
parents, would have ſhocked any lad leſs harden- 


* chair, took up a bock which lay in the window, 
and behaved with the moſt roical indifference. 


His Lordſhip was now incenſed beyond the 
poſiiblliay of bearin 1 and haſtily 8 to 
his ſon, gave hi ls the ich —_ 
im to the ground. The You up = © 
thout ſcenii@g to take any other notice of what 
bad happened than by a #ilicious grin; and it is 
probable, though his LordMip had never ſtruck 
him till that 
peated his. blows®- bur the mother's feelings 
were alarmed; ſhe- inſtantly interpoſed; and her 
tender ſolicitations prevented any farther conſe- 
quences. His -Lordſhip ordered him to depart, 
the room; and ; he. ſeemed to obey with plea- 
ſure: but when he had gained, the door, he 


ung Oy; e! AWAY. . 
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oy this time he had benen Your ob fine 


and both his parents received him with a pro 
found ſilence, aſſuming looks of ineffable con- 


ed than our Hero. But he ſeemed to diſregard 
+ their behaviour, and throwing himſelf into a 


ent, that he Would have re- 


darted a look of inexpreſſible ri r Lene, | 


pounds 
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pdunds in his pocket, with which he left the 
Jae, determined not to return till neceſſity 
ſhould: compel him back, About two o'clock in 
the morning after his departure, a a perſon going 
through the ſtreet, diſcovered a fire in his Lord- 
ſhip's ſtables, and directly alarmed the family. 

By this time the dwelling-houſe was in danger; 
but by the immediate aſſiſtance of engines the fire 
was got under, without any farther damage than 
the deſtruction of a part of the ſtables, the con- 
ſumption of a quantity of hay ang corn, and the 
loſs of two figgfloach-horſes, Which periſhed in 
the flames. ja ans 


5 
Though it was never certainly known how this 
misfortune happened; yet there was every reaſon 
to imagine that young Twitchgr was the author 
of it, For beſides the known baſeneſs of his diſ- 
poſition, and the recent affront he apprehended 
he had received from his father; it afterwards ap- 
peared that a, youth of his ſize and appearance, 
and dreſſed exactly in the manner he was when 
he left the houſe, had purchaſed a lapthorn at 
one ſhop in the neighbourhood, and candles at 
another | ſhop, that very evening: and it was 
likewiſe dif®yered that ſuch a youth was ſeen' 
walking backwards and forwards before his Lord- 
ſhip's houſe,” between one and two o'clock in 
the \ ing. We therefore apprehend, that we 
* a may | 
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may fafely 10 the honour of this tranſaction wy 


our Hero's account, without any danger of de · 
vg from the ſtrictneſs of hiftorical troth, 


of for ſix days, when one afternoon he boldly 
kriocked at the door of his father s houſe, and 
entered with all the unconcern imaginable, His 
Lordſhip was immediately apprized of his arri 
val, and ordered him into his cloſet, where he 


challenged him with having ſet fire to the 


und even expreffing ſome con or the acci- 
dent, his Lordſhip pretended to believe him, 
and proceeded to enquire bow be had diſpoſed. of 
e left the houſo. ers 


From « our Here's account it appeared that he 

Fo. had taken the road to Bath, with an intention, of 
paying a viſit to that City ; but that living very 
extravagantly upon the road, he found that his 
finances would | bot © bold out for ſuch a tour 3 be 
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Notuithffandt ing all his paſt etiwet and _—_ 
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” Rm this: time young Twitcher was not heard | 


ſtables ; which Mr Hero poſitively denying, 
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the tenderneſs of the father prevailed, and he 
fattered himſelf with the hope that the period 
might yet arrive, in which his ſon, ſeeing the 


error of his former conduct, might ſo reform his 


life, as to be no diſkonour to his family. 


Pleaſing bimſelf with theſe agreeable hopes, he 
pronounced a full pardon for all that was paſt, 
and introduced him to his mother. Her Lady- 
ſhip could not belp teſtifying her ; joy at his | re- 
turn, and bathed his face with her tears, while 
her heart was too big to utter a lhogle word. 
Our Hero now acted an unuftÞ part; and pro- 
miſed his pars a total reformation of his con- 
duct. This was ſa much beyond their expecta- 
tions, that they were overcome with joy; and 
both his parents, in tbe fullneſs of their hearts, 
preſented him with money; to a greater amount 
indeed than qught ever to be truſted in the poſſoſ· 


ſion even of che moſt prudeat lad of his age. 


This was the happieſt evening Lord. and 


Lady **2#x*6%* had known far ſeveral yearss 


and they retired to reſt full of thellnaſt pleaſing 
hopes. On the following day his Lordſhip ſent 
cards of invitation to his neareſt relations among 
the nobility ind gentry ; begging they would e 


cuſe the ſhortneſs of the notice, and favour. hien 


with 
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with their company to dinner that very day. The - 
Summons was chearfully obeyed, and they ſat 
down to table, one of the happieſt Companies in 
che Univerfe. Our Hero was preſent, and acted 
his part with o finiſhed a diſſimulation, that he 
was equally careſſed by all parties, and every 
one ſtrove to ſhew him the moſt ſingular marks 
of eltcem. He was loaded with preſents from all 
quarters; and at once became ten times richer 
than « ever he had been in his life. This was the 
conſequence that he expected from his Hypocriſy: I 
and his end beingg@btained, he determined to act 
without controul. He, however ept up the 
farce for the whole Evening z and retired to reſt r 
when the viſitors left the houſe, 


F 


Our ies aroſe early in the morning, and tell” 
ing the ſervants he ſhould take a turn in the park 
ll break faſt· time, went out of the houſe wholly 

unſuſpected. Phe preſents he bad received 
amounted to upwards of one hundred and forty 

pounds ; and he was determined to indulge 
himfelf, without anne, while a ſhilling of the 
money remained. 5 | 
ade 3 n the ** as he 
had pretended, he immediately ig toward 


8 Giles's, where he ſoon picked up à ragged / 


£71 8 | boy 
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boy about his own age, whom he aſked if he 
would enter into his ſervice. The boy gladly 
anſwered him in the affirmative z upon which 
young Twitcher took him to Monmouth-ſtreet, 
where he equipped him with a livery ſuit, and 
furniſhed him with a change of linen, and other 
neceſſaries for a journey. Having proceeded 
thus far, they repaired to Smithfield, where our 
Hero purchaſed Horſes, ſaddles and Bridles 
and they immediately took the road towards 
Bath, 


Having reached the end of their journey in 
three days, without meeting with any adventure 
on the road, our Hero took up his lodgings at an 
Inn, to the landlord of which he ſold his horſes, 
for leſs than half the money they had coſt him ; 
and then ſought for private Lodgings. He was 
ſoon accommodated, at a houſe more celebrated 
for the gaiety of its inhabitants, than for the 
reputation they maintained in life, Young 
Twitcher and his ſervant were lodged on the ſe- 
cond floor ; the firſt being occupied by a very 
gay young Lady, and her companion, who 
paſſed as her ſervant. 


Miſs Willis, (for that was the name ſhe choſe 


to go by) was at this time about ſeventeen years 
H of 


n 


"Aa 
of age: but iſhe had made ſuch early and fre- 
quent ſacrifices at the ſhrine of Venus, that ſhe 

was a perfect adept in the art of Love; and, 
though ſo young in years, might be conſidered 
as old, and hacknied in the ways of iniquity, 


The Genius of Miſs Willis ſoon diſcovered 
that our Hero might be made ſerviceable to her ; 
and the almoſt exhauſted ſtate of her finances, 
gave her the hint to profit by the uſe of ſome of 
that money which ſhe tearnt that our Hero 
ſquandered with an unſparing hand. Unwilling 
to loſe a moment in the execution of the ſcheme 
ſhe had formed, ſhe prevailed on the Miſtreſs of 
the houſe to invite Young Twitcher and herſelf 
to a dinner, of which ſhe (Miſs Willis) would de- 
fray the expence. Our Landlady was one of thoſe 
Ladies of eaſy Virtue, who do not helitate to 


comply with any requeſt, whereby their own in- 
tereſt may be in any degree adyanced : and Miſs 


Willis was at this time coriſiderably in arrear for 
rent, and other accommedations. The Matron, 
therefore, who gueſſ:d the game that was to be 
played, fixed on the following day, and imme- 
diately invited our Hero to dine with her, under 
pretence of its being the Anniverſary of her birth; 
on which day, ſhe told him, it had always been 
her cuſtom to ſolicit the favour of the company of 


($i: 1 
ſuch ladies and gentlemen as did het the hohou? 
to take up their reſidence at her houſe, : 


Young Twitcher readily accepted the invitab 
tion ; and waited on the old Lady the following 
day, ſome little time before tie hour of dinner. 
He had not been many minutes in the room be- 
fore Miſs Willis made her appearance; dreſſed in 
a ſtile of elegance proper for à birth · day drawing · 
room, She was really a fine figure; and, on 
this occaſion, had ſuperadded all the aſſiſtance of 
art to the graces and charms — nature had 


W b I 12:69 ee 
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"Oh Hero naw, for the fight time, felt the all> 


prevailing power of Love; and was, for once in 
his life, totally embarraſſed, This ſailing. we 
hope eur readers will excuſe, as he has never 
given way to it from that period to the preſent 
moment. Phe firſt compliments were performed 
with great propricty on the part of Miſs Willis 
and with a very ill grace on that of our Heto! 
Dinner being brought in, he was in a great de- 
gree relieved from his anxiety, apd he endea- 
voured to reſume his accuſtomed eaſe : — but in 
Vain ; for the cloth was' no ſooner removed, 
than he was wholly leſt ; entranced *beyond 

H 2 meaſure 
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meaſure with the N of the fair object before 
him. | 


Miſs Willis beheld her conqueſt with tran- 
ſport; and giving the old Lady a look of Ggnifi- 
cance, that prudent matron made an apology for 
leaving their company for a few minutes. Miſs 
Willis being reſolved not to loſe any of that time 
which appeared ſo precious, immediately laid her 
hand on that of our Hero, demanding why he 
was ſo ſerious at a time wnen they were aſſembled 
for the purpoſes of feſtivity. © Alas Madam 
© exclaimed he, I feel a ſtrange, and a new 
« diſorder, of which J feag,you are the occa- 
© fion.* If I have undeſignedly given you any 
© uneaſineſs,” Sir,” rgturned Mifs Willis, I am 
« heartily ſorry for it, and ſhall gladly compen- 
© ſate the misfortune, by contributing all in my 

power to your reſtoration,” This haſty beha- 
viour on the part of a Lady, would not have 
paſſed upon a perſon of the leaſt experience: 
but Miſs Willis found ſne had to . a * 
feet , and acted * 0 


Our Hero ow v began to recover himſelf . 
degrees 3 having made many aukward at- 
tempts to expreſs the vehemence of his new- born 
paſſion, the lady at length pretended to under - 

ſtand 
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ſtand him; — owned a reciprocal flame; and 
he thought himſelf the happieſt youth in the 


Univerſe, when he was permitted to kneel and 
kiſs her hand. 


The Lady of the houſe now returning into 
the room, our Lovers obſerved a cautious diſ- 
tance of behaviour; and the bottle was circula- 
ted to the health of the foundreſs of the feaſt. 
After four or five chearful glaſſes, Mifs Willis, 
who pretended never to have drank ſo muchat one 
ſitting in her life, retired to her apartment; pro- 
miſing to return at tea- time. In the interim our 
Hero took a walk into the fields; but was ſo 
much engroſſed by the fair divinity h Had 
taken poſſeſſion of his heart, that he ſcarce knew 
whither he wandered; ot beheld a ſingle object 
that paſſed him. He did not, however, forget 
to return at tea-time, when he found Miſs Wik. 
lis, in a very elegant undreſs, that he thought 
added new charms to the moſt lovely Woman 
he had ever ſeen: and as he conceived that 
this 'Efange in her dreſs was owing to her deſite 
of pleaſing him, he was ten times more in love 
than before. - 


After the exchange of a few compliments; and 
aſter ſome faint reſiſtance on the patt of Miſs 


Willis, 
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day which was to reſtore him to the ſight of all 
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Willis, he was admitted to the ſupreme honour of 
kiſſing her lips. This was enough to have 
ruined him 3 if he had not been already too _ 


ly ſmitten to fly from her enchantments. 


The good-natuted Landlady now entered, and 
made tea for her gueſts after which cards were 
introduced; and during the play, many fond 
glances, and ſqueezes of the hand (ſeemingly un- 
regarded by the old Lady) paſſed between our 
Lovers. A genteel ſupper concluded the enter- 
tainment of the day ; and all parties retired, per- 
fectly well ſatis fied, after Miſs Willis had enga- 
ga the old Lady and our Hero to dine in her 


apartment, on the Sunday following. 


n Ie was three days to Sunday and Fe 
Twitcher counted and accuſed the lingering mo- 
ments as they paſſed. He did not dare, how- 


ever, to viſit Miſs Willis till the day , arrived, 


For fear of breaking in upon that rigid-rule of de- 


corum, which ſhe had previouſly enjoined; him 


to obſerve, leſt the lady of the houſe ſhould. re- 
mark on their. conduct, and diſcover their A. ü 


ments for each other. 


| At length he beheld the happy. dawn. of the 


he 


2 


* . 


( 


he held dear in life, He had provided new 
cloaths on the occaſion; — the whole morning 
was employed in decorating his perſon ; and, to 
do him-juſtice, when he entered the dining-room, 
he appeared a fine Young fellow. He was tall of 
his age, and had a comely and manly look. The 
firſt Compliments being paſt, our Hero begged 
that this might be the laſt formal viſit, and that, 
for the future, they might conyerſe together on 
the footing of lovers; firſt acquainting Mrs 
Cropley (the lady of the houſe) with their mutual 


paſſion, 


Miſs Willis waited for a requeſt of this kind; 
and as Mrs. Cropley entered the room juſt at 
this moment, ſhe deſired our Hero to make her 
_ acquainted with the affair, while ſhe retired to 
give orders for dinner. Of this truſt he ac- 
quitted himſelf in a tolerably ſpirited manner ; 
and when Miſs Willis returned into the room, 

covered with artificial bluſhes, which ſhe had 
called forth on the occaſion, Mrs Cropley mutu- 
ally coinplimented the happy pair on their eſteem 
for each other; and expreſſed her ſatisfaction 
that her . houſe contained the two moſt accom- 
pliſhed lovers in the univerſe, 


They now fat down to dinner, and behaved 


with 


* * 


. 


with the utmoſt freedom and familiarity; (keep- 
ing up juſt the appearance of modeſty) for as 
Mrs Cropley was informed of their ſentiments, 
there was no farther need of ſcruple. As Miſs 
Willis was determined to loſe no time, fearing 
that loſs of money might be the conſequence, the 
ladies had previouſly agreed that Mrs. Cropley 
ſhould have a prior engagement to tea and ſup- 
per. Soon after dinner, therefore, the old Wo- 
man, apologizing for her abrupt departure, de- 
clared that ſhe left ſuch agreeable company with 
great regret; but that before ſne had the honour 
of Miſs Willis's invitation, ſhe had engaged 
herſelf to drink tea and ſpend the evening with a 
Lady, in a diſtant part of the City. Miſs Willis 
expreſſed great uncaſineſs at her going; but at 
length acquiefced, as Mrs Cropley could not ſtay 
without an evident breach of good manners, 
Ag the reader knows Miſs Willis's views, and 
is ſufficiently acquainted with our Hero's paſſion 
for that lady, it is needleſs to ſay that, now they 
could indulge themſelves without reſtraint, this 
viſit was productive of an intimacy, which ſoon 
brought the intended plan to perfection. The mi- 
nutes, winged with an ardent paſſion on the one 
hand, and a well. feigned one on the other, flew 
twifily away; and it was near midnight before 
the 


EJ. 

the Lovers had ceaſed to vow eternal affection for 
each other. At length Young Twitcher took 
his leave of the Charmer'; having firſt obtained 
e eee eee and 4 
we Wee . 

be lapatience of . Tedabe 16/409 
thecompany of Miſs. Willizwas ſo great, that he 
could ſcarcely prevail upon himſelf to wait her 
hour of riſing, before he again attended her. 
They were no ſooner ſeated than the informed 
bim that ſhe had juſt received a nete from a 
Gentleman who was nearly related to ber, ac- 
quainting her that he was. that minute arrived 
___ fromiLondongiand would immediately wait on. 

ber, wich news of the greateſt importance, 
. Sbe 
as ir would be highly ioproper. far her relation 
to find them togethegy : but ſhe begged at the 
ſame time the favour: of ſeeing him in the aſter- 

noon, when ſhe would not fail to communicate 

whatever news ſhe might receive; proſeſſing ta 
' have no ſecrets, which enn 


8 e _ 


« 1\/Fowng Tyjater ee nd 8 and 
when he. waited on her in the afternoon, found 
0 | ; ” 1 8 her 


ff £1 _ 
her. reclining. 09; her. bed f ber ; ward. and Arg. 


| NVupier Jupporying, bers dhe gde bathing her 
5 temples with Water, while the. other applied a 
4 | recovered from a fit; and-liftivg up her-languid 
| eyes, ſhe pathetically exclaimed z * Alas my dear 
| $:Þwycher 1 ät B now inpoſſible that our Ates 
4: ſaould be evet united the grus} deſtinits: have 


$:4<idera} me an abject unworthy your no- 
<aiceF 11:3 IgG off Hed gin ww TWIT 
1 bemtatal ad ode beige) 290004 466 mow 144 
Hes, an pottect . | 
_— her feet end vα,dũ weverlaſiing love and Hy. 

| | She appeared to be ſoethed hy this kindyeonfolss 
| tions; fremett do trecover by. degcers d und oat 

_ lengtic ming iipnn che ſide of the bed; deſſted 

uo female Attondanta tv retire, thst ſhe mighs 
3 

i 


— 
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bat ben oth diuulge the ſimportant ſecret tha 
f dc a ed en ee nen mar bolt 0: 
ena rtloests were ne, add Faung | 
©», >» Iiwiceherhadprevaildow-bigwharmer to, drink a 
Daß uf wie, by way of xroruiting her walled 
cd, le egſd ts ſſecd hien ag follow. Tou have 
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1 never yet "enquired, my dear Sir, who, or what 
A « the happy girl was, whom you have honoured 
IR with your lone. {Happy did L call myElf! 
2 = * Yes totes wing" Hall ds"? | 
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* the moſt miſerable of my ſaxlowe Lam Sic the 
« only child of. a very eminent. Weſt-Indis Mer- 
* chant of London. My. mother. died ,about . 
6 chte years ago z in a few months. after wy 
my father married a Woman of leſs, than. h; 
© his own age, by whoſe advice all hi atio 
were directed. She is a Woman 0 OY | 
impetuous paſſions, and the moſt unbounded | 
prodigalicy. I f6on begän to find how dff. 

© agreeable it was to live With flick a motllefeH. 
© law; and my father obferved my uhedfinefs 
©-with- condern. Though he was entirely go - 

verned by tis wife, bg Kad not löſt his affee - 
* fon for his oy 1,” therefys, one Uny 
tool the advantage of her abſence ; threw m- 
ſelf at my father's feet, and requeſted that he 
vould malte me u decent allowande for my ſußp- 
port, and permit me to ve at Bath, were I 
had ſeveral very genteel aecquaintanes. The 
old gentle man too two days to conſider of my 
« propofal, duting which: time, I ſuppoſes! he- in- 


formed his wife of my requeſt. Be this t 


„will ; at the end of rhe time fixed my father 
ſent me worg that he would wait on me id m 
adreſſing: room. I attended his pleaſure, acious 
for the gratification of my wiſhesz, hen he in- 


« bormed me that he had conſidered of my pr 


8 K and on determined to comply wich it, 
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„% 
© by an allowante of two hundred pounds per 
« -Annum ;"and that he would pay me half a 


year's ſalary i in advance. T expreſſed my gta- 


titude for his genetoſity; and made immediate 


* preparations for leaving London. I believe my 


mother. in- lav was heartily glad to have me re 
' © moved to ſuch a diſtance from her z though ſhe 


« pretended ſorro at my departure, My fa- 
* ther's concern at loſing me was great and ſin- 
* cete; he wept about my neck; and it was not. 
« till a conſiderable time, that-I could tear myſelf: 
from his embraces. Ligſtantly ſet out for Bath; 
took up my reſidence H this houſe ; and have 
* lived. very agreeably here till the preſent time; 


| Land as my ſalary has been always-- remitted 


quarterly, have been able to make a genteel ap- 


pearance. My Expectations gn the death of 
my father were very conſiderable: for though 


I did not doubt but he would make a handſome 
« proviſion for his wife; yet I thought my for- 
tune could not be leſs than thirty · thouſand 
pounds. But alas! Sir, all my hopes are 


blaſted at once. My Kinſman, ho waited on 


me this morning, informs me, that by the loſs 
«- of three Ships, in which my father was Veeply 
<.concerned, he is at once become a beggar. 


: ©,Commitſian-of ä aganſt the good old 


"ve ? = 6 | Genteman 
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© Gentleman was iſſued but a few days ago: and 
* thus am I, from a ſtate of eaſe, affluence, and 
great expectations, reduced at once to beg- 
gary: — Yet, believe me, Sir, my fathei s 
o "misfortunes affect me ſtill more than my own.” 


10 » * 
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"This wll-feighed: tale; "” with all the art 
that a Woman of Intrigue may be ſuppoſed” Miſ- 
treſs of, had the deſired effect on the enamoured 
heart of our Hero; who though he would not 
have given a ſhilling to ſave the whole world 
from beggary, would; 5 deen able; have 
chearfully poured the rMaſures of Peru at the 
feet of his Miſtreſs. It is not to be wondered, 
therefore, that he ſwallowed the baitz and in- 


ſtantly made Miſs Willis an offer of any money 


ſhe might want, to anſwer her preſent exigencies. A 
He now, for the firſt time, told her who he was; 
informed her what money he had in his poſſeſ- 
ſion ; and begged ſhe would ſhare with him the 
Contents of his purſe. . © Alas! Sir, (cried ſhe,). 
* I have no immediate occaſion to profit by your: 
J - generous offer; which, however, affords. me 
« infinite ſatisſaction, as it is the moſt ſolid proof - 
q of your Eſteem, It is true J am ſome what in 


. © arrear with Mrs. Cropley ; but I dare ſay; the. 


0 Ne credit me till I hear farcher reſpeRing my, 
* father's 


* 


3 


„ father's affaits 3 and I hope I mall not fail of an 


* expedient to en. . 1 to her. 
Our 4 now ati 8 of * qt 


ih which ſhe ſtood indebted; and having learnt- 


that it was about forty pounds, he begged her 
pardon for a moment, ram up. ſtairs for the 


mpney, and threw it into her lap. Miſs. Willis 


eaſily gueſſed. his. buſineſs when he left ber; and 
employed the ſhort time of his abſence in ſum · 


N moning her tears, which, on his delivering the | 
money, he plentifully ed, (without ſpeaking a 


fugle word,) as the 


ute of her gratitude. 
Our Lovers having ſpent the remainder of che 


day in a reciprocation of tenderneſs, parted. near 
midnight, with renewed aſſurances of eyerlaſting 
attachment. Our Hero promiſed to ſee her early 
- in the morning; and the Lady determined to 
make uſe of that e. to river bin Fe Keen : 


this de bote. * 
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Toung Pede was at the door of Mit wi. | 
mr ipartments ſoon after her waiting-midld wa a. 


riſeh in the morhing. The gitl informed hit that 


ber lady was not Fet riſen :— but he begged to 
ſee her; and begged with ſuch an eirheltneſs, 
that the maid (who had Her previous inftruttighs) 
5 vetored to admit him to the Bedchamber. Nin 
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Willis, ſtarting up in her bed, ſeemed ſurprized 
at his entrante; and blamed the maid fur her 
want of decorum — Twitcher pleaded for the 
girl: — ſhe was eaſihj forgiven and diſquiſſed ; — 
for nathing could be denied to the importunities 
of the Lover and the benefactor. The Lady fat 
up in her bed, and artfully diſplayed one of the 
fineſt boſoms that the hand of nature ever far- 
med. Our Hero was enchanted : he felt paſſions 
til then unknown — He had recollection, how- 
ever, to call up the art of diſſimulation to his 
aid: —he, pretended to have reſted very ill in the 
night; z and begged permiſſion. ta repoſe on the bed 
of his. .charmer : be did O tbeir embraces 
hecame mare and more fervent — one familiarity 
brought ag another — till at length (for J muſt 
cloſe the Scene) our Hero paid the firſt ſacrifice at 


the altar of Love. 
13 this die "the intercourſe _ our 


and legt togetbers dil, in «be -#qurſe of four 
days, Young; Twimher had grep the Lady 
every ſhilling of bis money - — He then, ſaw her 

pg, more —ſhe privately decamped while he was 
gone to take an afterngon's Walk; and, on hu 
reyry, be nas Jaſtoniſbed to. Pod ſhe had left 


word that ſhe. Was SOLANA. EE 


| 
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The big of his own kr inſtantly led bim 
to ſuſpect 4 fraud; and as he had no money left, 
Was determined wo act En Cavalier. He there- 
fore directed his ſervant=boy: to pack up their few 
moveables, and retire to ah Inn in the neighbour- 


hood, while he entertained Mrs. Cropley in the 
dining oom. Theſe, orders were no.  ſopner 
given than obeyed z ; and the lad got out 
of the houte unſuſpected. "Our Hero, i in the 
mean time, ordered Mrs Cropley to make out 
his bil; telling her that he had entruſted all 
his r money with Miſs Willis, who, he was afraid, 
Had gone. off with ir: but that he had à viluabte 
Watch, which he would go immediately and diſ- 
poſe of; and return to U , by 3 of his 
lodging. © mw 5 
WES oe. | 909.2 ate = 
1 Accuſtomed as the old Woman was to the arts 
3 deception, ſhe did not ſuſpect any fraud in ſo « b 
a young an Adventurer 3 and” therefore ſat gown 
very. grapely” to ſhake out his bill; While our 
Hero went to fell the Watch! It is true he did 
+ en it; but not for the purpoſe of paying Mrs: * 
Cropley. He immediately repaired to the Inn 
Where his ſervant waited 3 hited polſt⸗horſes, 
taking a man with them to bring the hotſes 
back; and ſet forwards towards LN” 5,9 


„ 


1 

When they came to the end of the firſt fo 
they ſtopt, by Young Twitcher's order, at the 
firſt Inn, at that end of the town neareſt to Bath; 
where he declared his intention of ſtaying for the 
night. Having ordered ſupper, he gave di- 
rections to his man to go to the other extremity 
of the town, and order horſes to go poſt towards 
London: and taking a turn, as if to ſee the place, 
he ſoon joined his lad, and they made the utmoſt 
expedition, leaving their attendant from Bath to 
get paid for the horſe-hire as he could, This 
method our Hopeful Adventurer praiſed 


through all the future ſtages z and at length arri. 1 
ved in Town, after having bilked the whole 


road : for as it was impoſſible to ſuſ] pet the trick, 
no one thought of purſuing him. They were 
now in Piccadilly ; and to make the impoſture 
compleat, it» was neceſſary that the laſt ſtage 
ſhould not fare any better than the reſt, He 
therefore directed bis ſervant to take care of their 
little baggage 3 which being ſecured, he bid the 
fellow who had attended them with horſes from 


Hounſlow, go into an Inn, and order a bottle 
of Wine; but no ſooner had the man entered the 


hapſe, than Twitcher gave the wink to his valet, 
and "wy A in an Inſtanc, 


N 1 ee 
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| "When they bad got to what they 8 a 
fafe diſtance from the purſuit of the poſt-boy, 
they, made a halt, and entered a public-houſe, 
to debate at leiſure on their farther proceedings. 
It may now be thought, that our Hero had, for 


W the preſent at leaſt, ran his full career of roguery: 
= but he was not of a diſpoſition to leave unfiniſhed 
any piece of villainy he undertook. Having 
drank a refreſhing draught, he ſent his ſervant of 
| 2 frivolous errand, and took the opportunity of 
us abſence to leave the public. -houſe : thus de- 
— Frailding the poor boy of the trifling wages due 
5 e him; and his little linen, which was packed 
up with his Maſter's, He ſtopped at the firſt 
5 vid- cloaths- ſhop he came to, and taking one 
_.. thicr by way of change, turned all the reſt of | 
2 the baggage into ready money. 


He now went to the Warter-ſide, took a boat, 
and bid the Waterman row where he pleaſed. 
The fellow went leiſurely with the tide towards 
 Chelfea, while our hero ruminated on the man- 

1 ner in which he ſhould diſpoſe of himſelf till his 
L money was ſpent; for he had previouſly. 
= | derefmined not to return home while he had Any 


caſh left. Ihe Waterman ſtopping at Chelſca, 
young Twitcher went into the nrareſt public 
| house, 


by > 


+ 


* 


houſe, where he called for liquor, and other re- 
freſhments; for himſelf and the man; but as 
tricks of roguery were ever uppermoſt in his 


head, he had no ſooner eaten and drank, than he 


quitted the houſe by a back door, and paſſing 


through ſeveral gardens, ſoon gained a road 
which led to Kenſington, Here he ſtaid for the 
night; and in the evening of the following day 
proceeded to London, where he determined to 


ſquander the remainder of his money. 


Repairing to Covent-Garden, he went into a 


Bagnio, where he ordered an elegant ſupper, 
drank plentifully of the richeſt wines, and then 
retired to reſt. When he awoke in the morning 


he found himſelf greatly indiſpoſed, without be- 
ing able to gueſs at the cauſe of his illneſs. On 
the waiter's attending him, he told the fellow of 
his indiſpoſition; and enquiry being made ipto 


the nature of his complaint, there aroſe a ſul- 
cx that he had been injured by. ſome female 


anection. To cut ſhort this indelicate part of 


our Hiſtory, we will only obſerve that a Surgeon 


was ſent for, who finding that our Hero was a 


proper ſubje& of his care, urdertook hig cure Þ 


but the obligation he. had received of Miſs Willis 


was ſo great, that three weeks had Paſſed before 
K 2 _ 
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a 
there was any Ggn of his recovery; and by that 


ume the Bagnio bills had exhauſted all his 
money. 


He was now unable to leave his bed ; and yet 
he could not have found credit in that houſe : he 
was therefore under a neceſſity of informing the 
ſurgeon who he was; and that gentleman 
having witted on Lord *#**#**###, received his 
Lordſhip's .orders to compleat 'the cure ; to dil- 
charge the expence of his living at the Bagnio, 


*the Surgeon was enjoined not to let the Keepers 
of the Bagnio Know the name or rank of his 


nine. 
CHAP. V. 


. Young, Twitcher returns to his Father. He is 
Fw at a boar ding-School near London. De- 
Bauches his preceptor's Servant-maid. His res 
moval from the Academy, to the bouſe of bis 
father in London. 


4 IT the end of Six Weeks a: health of © our 


ed the expence of his lodging ad diet, and 
calling a coach, drove directly to the houſe of 
: gs 7 Lord 


and then to deliver a bill of the whole: — but 


Hero being eſtabliſhed, the Surgeon defray- 
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Lord #####*#*, ho paid a generous price far 


the cure, and once more received his apoſtate Son 
under his protection. | © * 


His Lordſhip now determined to debar young - 
Twitcher the uſe of money, with a view to try 
what effect that would have on him. At the 
end of two months he found the conſequence ; 
which was ſimply that of preventing his making 
another elopement: — but it wrought no-change 
in his dſpoſition: — the inveterate baſeneſs of 

bis temper was conſpicuous on all occaſions ; 
and as he could not riot in extravagance'abroad, 
he indulged himſelf in every act of petty [miſchief 
and malice at home z diverting himſelf with 
writing lampoons on his father and mother, or 
making perpetual quarrels between the ſervants. 


His noble parents viewed his conduct with in- 
finite concern, and determined once more to re- 
e him from under their immediate care. 

This reſolution being formed, his Lordſhip ſent 
for him one morning into his cloſer, and after 
mild!y recounting the numerous crimes he had 
already, tho? fo young, been guilty of, he gave 
him many admirable directions for his future 
conduct; and this in a tone of ſo much humani- 
ty and paternal love, as would have melted any 
* | heart, 
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heart, and inſpired virtuous reſolutions in any 

[breaſt leſs hardened than that of our Hero. In 

' fine, his lordſhip expreſſed his reſolution of 
fending him to a capital boarding ſchool near 

London; and told him that his allowance for 
pocket-money ſhould be proportioned to his rank 
in life; and he hoped a prudent uſe would be 
Gowns, of the effects of his bounty. 


The thoight of being again poſſeſſed of money 
gave our Hero great ſatisfaction, and he therefore 
expreſſed the utmoſt willingneſs to comply with , 
his: Lordſhip's intention of ſending him to a pub- 
lic ſchool, The neceſſary preparations being 
made, Young Twitcher ſet forwards, attended 
by two of his father's domeſtics ; and they ſoon 
reached one of the beſt boarding-ſchools in this 
- Kingdom, which is ſituated within twelve miles 
of the Metropolis. To the care of the maſter of 
the houſe, (whom we ſball diſtinguiſh. "a h 
name of Jackſon) was our Hero cem 
* and a letter from Lord 2 ae ; 
| to Mr. Jackſon, to inform him of ſome particu- 
3 pe — the * ,who wat nn under 


15 thi "hon Hero — a month, 3 


| ; Fore he tranſacted any exploit worthy hiſtorical 


notice: but about the end of that period Mr. 
Jackſon 


2 
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Jackſon hired a female ſervant, whoſe charms en- 
gaged our Hero's attentidn, and produced the 
conſequences which we ſhall faithfully recite in 
the following pages. 


Jenny Carter (for that was the girl's name) 


was one of thoſe unparallelled beauties, on which 


the rich and bounteous hand of nature had laviſh- 
ed all her charms. It would be ſuperfluous to at- 
tempt a deſcription of her perſon — It was the 
eſſence of Elegance, modelled by the Graces. 
Jenny was about ſeventeen years old when ſhe 
engaged herſelf at the boarding-ſchool ; a place 
of all others the moſt improper for a girl of her 
years and beauty. She had not been a week in 


the houſe before ſeveral of the young gentlemen _ 
began to view her with a kind of paſſion, which it 


it de not love, is very often called by that name. 

Nox of them, however, made any advances to- 
as the object of their deſires, dreading their 
maſter's diſpleaſure in caſe of a diſcovery. It 
remained, therefore, for young Twitcher, who 
was as inſenſible to the fear of his maſter as 
he was to the dictates of honour, to attempt, 
and finally to compleat the TIL of this lovely 
young Woman. 


For this purpoſe he never had an opportunity 
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wy 1 
dl ſeeing Jenny alone, but he paid the moſt flat - 
tering compliments to her beauty, at the ſame 
time hinting that her charms would hereafter en- 
title her to a coronet, if it was not her awn fault. 
This kind of language, frequently repeated, be- 
gan to operate on the vanity of her inexperienced 
heart: and as ſhe had no ſuſpicion that young 
'Twitcher's views were diſhonourable, ſhe did 
not heſitate to give him hopes that her affections 
might be gained, by an aſſiduous 3 on 
his * I "* 


Our Hero "ay or though the ſaw, ' withan infer- 
nal kind of rapture, the hour approaching when he 
* th triumph. over the virtue of this accom- 

. mh ed maid ; and took every method in his 
power to haſten the advancement of it. With 
BOT his view he was continually buying ribbons and 
o other grifler, which he preſented to Jenny, as ſo 
many teſtimonials of the ſincerity of his a 
ment. Theſe little preſents, through the grate? , | 
diſpoſition of the girl, inſenſibly engaged her af- 
fections to ſuch a degree, that at length ſhe was 
perfeRtly,, an love with the giver: tho' ſhe had 
virtue and ſpirit enough to have checked, if not 
wholly ſubdued her growing paſſion, had ſhe 
conceived that Young Twitcher harboured an 


| ungenerous thought reſpecting her. 


While 


CW 1 

While matters were in this ſituation, a cron. 
ſtance happened that tended to haſten the cataſ- 
trophe that our hero was meditating. It was now 
the middle of ſummer, andthe weather was un- 
commonly pleaſant. A holiday was to happen 
in the following week, and on that very day a 
grand cricket-match was to be played, at the 
diſtance of three miles from the ſchool; by the 
gentlemen of two contending counties. On this 
occaſion the boarders univerſally joined in a re- 
queſt ro Mr, Jackſon, that the holiday might be 
ſpent in a jaunt to ſee the cricket-match. This re- 
queſt was readily complied with : whichencou- 
raged the ſervants to prefer a petition of the ſame 
nature; and they were gratified, with a re? on 
only with reſpect to Jenny, who, as the youngeſt 


ſervant, was to ſtay at home to look after the 


houſe. 


Now it was that our Hero determined on his 
plan of cperations : and that his ſcheme might 
not fail, had recourſe to the moſt infernal vil- 


lainy. He had been a great reader of novels 


and romances; and among other baneful know- 
ledge he had by that means acquired, had read 


of heroes, who to accompliſh the ruin of ſuch 


Women as wobdld not yield to the gratification' 
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of their lawleſs deſires, had given them ſomnitc- 
rous draughts, and then taken the baſeſt ad- 
vantages. 


Reſolved not to be outdone in any thing that 
was wicked; and ſuppoſing: he ſhouid not be 
able to conquer Jenny's virtue at once; he there- 
fore requeſted the uſe of Mr. Jackſon's horſe, to 
take a ride. This was not denied to the ſon of a 
nobleman. He accordingly rid to the neareſt 
tovn, provided himſelf with a vial of drugs; and 
having purchaſed likewiſe a bottle of wine, re- 
turned home, The Wine he gave to Jenny, 
deſiring her to lock it up till he ſhould have oc- 
caſion for it: and the vial he kept in his own 
poſſeſſion. | | 


When the holiday morning atrived, the young 
gentlemen were up early, and all of them dreſs- 
ed for the diverſion of the day, except our 
Hero: — and when enquify was made after him, 
Mr. Jackſon was told that he was indiſpoſed with 
a cold, and begged to be exeuſed from attending 
his ſchoolfellows. This requeſt ſeemed too rea- 
fonable not to be complied with : and the Maſter 
having given orders to Jenny to take care of- 
the young gentleman, ſet forward with all the 
reſt of the family, to enjoy the diverſion of the 


day. 
Before 


1 | 
Before they had been an hour from the houſe, 
young Twitcher left his bed, and coming down 
ſtairs, told Jenny that his illneſs was merely a 
pretence to excuſe his attendance on Mr. Jack- 
ſon, that he might enjoy the very ſuperior plea- 
ſure of ſpending the day in her company, This 
declaration, from a youth of his rank to a girl in 
her ſtation, was extremely flattering: and poor 
Jenny began to think that the day would arrive 
when ſhe ſhould rank with the firſt ladies in the 
kingdom. But alas! the deluded girl faw not 

the ſnare which was laid for her! | 


Twiteher began now to indulge himſelf in 
greater liberties than he had hitherto taken with 
her: and, as far as ſhe might, conſiſtent with 
modeſty, the unſuſpecting Jenny returned his 
careſſes. Our Hero made her the moſt laviſh 
and unbounded promiſes of eternal love, and un- 
alterable affection: while ſhe gave him full credit 
for all he ſaid. They now ſtrolled together into 
the garden, at the end of which was a delightful 
arbor, ſo ſhaded by the trees which twined 
around it, as almoſt to exclude the rays of the 
mid-day ſun, In this retreat our lovers fat down, 
to converſe at leiſure on the ſubje& of their 
paſſion. Some liberties were now taken by our 
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hero, which were ſufficient to awaken the cau- 
tion of the maiden; but not indelicate enough to 
make her think that ſhe was in the hands of one 
who intended compleatly to debauch her. She 
4 however checked him for his freedom; but was 
| ſoon ſoothed by the artful villain, who attributed 
his conduct to the exceſs of his paſſion ; and beg- 
ged her forgiveneſs with ſuch a ſeeming — 
n procured his pardon. 


Tbey now retired to the houſe to dinner, and 
| made a chearful, tho* a haſty meal: for our 
Hero tempted her again into the garden, taking 
the bottle of wine as a refreſhment, with which, 
he ſaid, they would indulge themſelves during 
1 the afternoon. He was not yet without hope 
N that the wine might ſo far operate on the girl, as 
' to make her propitious to his wiſhes ; but he 
; took care alſo to be provided with his vial of 
drugs, determined, at all events, to gratify his 


| 1 ” => : 


Let us now view ws again ſeated in the 
arbor, and our hero, with all-the rhetoric he was 
maſter of, making ten thouſand proteſtations of 
love to the enamoured girl, who, liſtened to him 
with an attention that well expreſſed the ſatisfac- 
tion ſhe felt at his agreeable flattery. They drank 
a laſs or two of wine to the ſucceſs of their 

mutual 
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mutual paſſion, while young Twitcher called her 
his lady, and half turned her brain with the en- 
chanting idea of her future grandeur. He ſtill 
preſſed her to drink more wine; and ſhe knew 
not how to refuſe him, He till plied her, 
baulking his own glaſs, till the effect of the wine, 
co-operating with the heat of the weather, threw 
her more than half-aſleep in his arms. Now it 
was that young Twitcher began to take greater 
liberties than he had yet done: but Jenny was 
not quite aſleep, as he had imagined. She inſtant- 
ly ſtarted from her drowſy fit, and upbraided him, 
in the ſevereſt terms, for his baſeneſs. 


In vain did the young villain kneel, proteſt, 
and ſwear to the innocence of his intentions: the 
maid was, for a long time, inexorable. At 
length he confeffed that he had ated improperly . 


but aſcribed his conduct to the vehemence of his 


affection. He even ſhed tears of well · feigned 
repentance ; which operated fo far on Jenny's love 
and her good temper, that ſhe readily promiſed 
ta pardon him, on condition that he would 
never offend again in the ſame manner, 


He had now but one ſtroke to play off, final- 
ly to accompliſh, or fail in his deſires. He 
preſſed her, with the utmoſt earneſtneſz to drink 

: one 
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one glaſs of wine, and one only, as a token of 
her forgiveneſs and reconciliation, This ſhe at 
length agreed to; and into this glaſs young 
Twitcher found means, while he diverted her at- 
tention to other objects, to convey ſo large a 
portion of the ſomniferous drug, that ſhe had no 
ſooner drank it than ſhe complained of unuſual 
drowſineſs, -. and ſitting down on the ground, 
was ſoon loſt in the moſt profound ſleep. Now 
it was that, taking advantage of her helpleſs 
fituation, the young villain perpetrated a crime, 
which alone ought to mark his name with infamy 


to future ages, 


The unfortunate Jenny, thus ſacrificed to the 
intemperance of luſt, was left faſt aſleep by our 
Hero, who repairing immediately to the cricket- 
match, told his Preceptor and his companians, 
that finding himſelf better, he left the Aeademy 
Won after their departure, and ſhould have ar- 
rived nearly as ſoon as they, but that he had un- 
fortunately miſſed his way, and ſtrolled ſeveral 

miles about the country before he could regain it, 


This excuſe paſſed extremely well on Mr, 
Jackſon and the young gentlemen, who joined 
in congratulating our hero on his being recovered 
» from his indiſpoſition. 
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When the ſports of the day were ended the 
whole company retired home; but were ſur- 
prized at not finding a ready admittance into the 
houſe, In vain did they knock at the door; in 
vain did they call aloud for the maid — no Jenny 
could be found, Mr, Jackſon then queſtioned 
our Hero if he left her at home in the morning. 
He anſwered in the affirmative ; but ſaid he be- 
lieved ſhe did not ſee him go out. Mr. Jackſon 
began now to be dreadfully apprehenſive that ſome 
villain, knowing of the abſence of the family, 
had murdered the girl, and robbed the houſe. Ir 
was not, however, a time to heſitate, A ladder 
was borrowed ; by the help of which one of the 
young, gentlemen entered a chamber window, and 
ſoon opened the door to the reſt. Mr, Jackſon's 
firſt care was to ſee that his moſt valuable effects 
were ſafe; while the reſt of the family employ- 
ed themſelves in ſearching for the unfortunate Jen- 
ny, who was at length diſcovered in the arbor ; 
but ſo faſt locked in the arms of ſleep, that they 
could not poſſibly wake her. She was therefore 
conveyed to her bed, where being left in the care 
of Mrs. Jackſon and her maids, they ſoon diſ- 
covered that uncommon violence had been uſed 
towards her: yet no ſuſpicion fell on young 
Twitcher, 8 1 

11 
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It was now late in the Evening; yet it was 
thought neceffary to ſend for a Phyfician and 


Apothecary ; for whom a meſſenger was dif- 


patched to a neighbouring town. Theſe Gen- 
tlemen, being informed of her ſituation, de- 
clared themſelves incapable of giving her any 
aſſiſtance till ſhe ſhould awake, which did not 
happen till noon the next day; ſo powerful was 
the doſe that our hero had given her. The poor 
girl was in a very weak and ſhocking condition, 


and it was much doubted if her life was not in 


danger : but proper care being taken of her, ſhe 
ſoon began to grow better'; and at the end of 
four days, requeſted Mrs, Jackfon would attend 
her, without any other perſon being preſent. To 
this lady did ſhe unfold her horrid fecret, without 
diſguiſing or palliating a ſingle circumſtance re- 
ſpecting her connection with young Twitcher, 
Mrs. Jackſon having heard her tale, enjoined her 
not to mention a ſingle ſyllable of it to either of 
the maids ; undertaking herſelf to diſcloſe it to 
Mr. Jackſon, in hopes of his having intereſt 


enough wich Lord, , | og procure her 


ſome pecuniary acknowledgement for the injury 
ſhe had ſuſtained ; and to get lome 3 
inflicted on the offender, b 


Mrs. Jack ſon loft no time in imparting the 
ſecret 


6-07 
ſecret to her huſband, who had no ſooner learnt 
the particulars, than he ſat down to write a 
faithful narrative of the whole affair to Lord 
*######*# requeſting his Lordſhip to take ſuch 
meaſures as his Wiſdom and humanity might 
dictate. In the mean time Mr. and Mrs. Jack- 
ſon behaved with their uſual politeneſs towards 
our hero, ſo that he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
that the knowledge of his crime had reached their 
cars. | 


Lord *###*####* had no ſooner read Mr. Jack- 


ſon's narrative of the horrid tranſaction, than he 
determined on the part he would act. He there- 
fore wrote a letter to that Gentleman, informing 
him that he would immediately viſit him ; and 
deſiring that young Twitcher might be kept out 
of the way, ſo as not to know of his arrival till it 
ſhould be proper to divulge it. This was ac- 
cordingly done; and his Lordſhip's arrival. was 


totally unknown to the Son. x8 


Lord ########*; plan was ſimply this—to 
expoſe young Twitcher before all his ſchool fel- 
lows; to ſee what effect a ſenſe of ſhame might 
have on a mind, apparently dead to every ſenſe 
of honour. The young Gentlemen, therefore; 
were ordered to aſſemble in the ſehool- room; 


i 
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and every lad baving taken his place, Lord 
######## entered the room attended by the 


Maſter. Our hero now firſt knew of his father's 
arrival; and ſuſpecting that his villainies were diſ- 


covered, paid his compliments rather in an 


auk ward manner. His Lordſbip and Mr. Jack- 
ſon having taken their Teats, and the boys being 
all attention, their preceptor, in à ſhort, but 
very folemn and animated: ſpeech, explained the 
occaſion of that extra meeting ; but without even 
hinting at the culprit, He was ſeconded by 
Lord **###*###, who demanded of the young 
gentlemen, . puniſhment they thought ade- 


quate to the offence which was the ſubject of 


their deliberations. Several of the Senior Scho- 
lars entered into the merits of the caſe, and ex- 
preſſed themſelyes with ſufficient indignation 
againſt the author of ſuch complicated evils, All 
of them agreed that the offender ought to under- 


go ſome very ſevere puniſhment z and ſome of 


them hinted that death it ſelf was the only puniſh- 
ment in any degree adequate to the crime. 
Lord **###### then informed them, with tears 
in his eyes, that his ſon was the infamous wretch 
who had dared to perpetrate the villainy; but 
that bis baſeneſs ſhould not go unpuniſhed. That 
be would immediately remove him ſrom the 


academy, that the contagion of his example 


might 


. 


ny 


tight not reach any future ſcholars leſs virtuous 
than themſelves: and that he would deviſe ſome 
puniſhment, which, if it did not induce him to 
reform his conduct, ſhould at leaſt convince him 
that diſgrace is the certain confequence of vicious 
actions, 


The aſſembly now broke up; and Lord 
$*+4*###*# having paid Mr. Jackſon in a liberal 
manner for the care he had taken of his Son, and 
preſented the unfortunate Jenny with a purſe of 
gold, took our Hero with him to London ; re- 
ſolving to remove to a greater. diſtance from his 
ſight, a youth that ſeemed born to entail diſgrace 
on his family. What were the conſequences of 
his Lordſhip's reſolutions ; together with the ſe- 
quel of his hiſtory, will be found in the following 


Chapter, 


CHAP. Vh 


Our bero is embarked on board a Ship for New 
York, He Felis his eſcape, and arrives in 
London, His ſubſequent conduct, till his Mar- 

riage. He is eleded a Member of parliament, 
The concluſion of this Hiſtory. 


L. ORD ###*#**#® employed every minute of, 
the time from his leaving the Academy, till 
M 2 his 


. * . 
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his arrival at his houſe in London, in reprefent- 
ing to our Hero the repeated faults and follies 
he had been guilty of, and particularly the 
enormous villainy of his late conduct: and con- 


jured him by every tender tie, to reſolve on a 


thorough reformation of his life. But the 
hardened Twitcher paid no regard to his father's 
remonſtrances, nor ſpoke a ſingle word in reply to 
all he ſaid. 


_ His Lordſhip was at length fully determined 
what part to act; and had no ſooner arrived at 
his houſe in' town, than locking our Hero in a 
room from-'which it was impoſſible he ſhould 
and 


eſcape; inſtanily ſought lady #*#######, 
acquainted her with his reſolution. This was no 


-other-than to ſend the unruly Youth to North 
America ; that, if he was refolved to continue 


his irregular courſes, he might be at leaſt ſo far 
removed, that they ſhould not be ſo frequently 
ſhocked with an account of his enormities, 3 as 


"they had hitherto been. 


Oa the day following his arrival in London, 


Lord enn went into the City, to conſult 
with a Merchant of his acquaintance, on the beſt 


method of diſpoſing of his Son. By this gentle- 


man his lordſhip was recommended to the Cap- 
tain 


(. 85 J 
tain of a veſſel bound for New-York, who had 


already taken in his lading, and was to fail in 
three days at fartheſt, A bargain was ſoon made 


between his Lordſhip and the Captain, the latter 


being made acquainted with ſo much of our 


Hero's character, as was thought neceſſary to 


prevent his eſcape, when the ſhip might touch at 
any port. The Merchant having, by his Lord- 
ſhip's deſire, delivered to the Captain letters of 
credit on his Correſpondents at New York, for 
the ſupport of young Twitcher, his Lordſhip 
took his leave of thoſe gentlemen, highly ſatisfi- 
ed with the ſucceſs of his enterprize. 


Lord #*##*###*# now gave his ſervants poſitive 
orders to keepa ſtrict eye on their young Maſter; 
and at the expiration of three days, took him in a 
hackney-coach to Wapping, and immediately 
went on board the Ship, where they found the 
captain, making preparations to ſail in a few 
hours. His Lordſhip attended his Son as far as 
Graveſend, in their way to which place he in- 
formed him of his reſolution ; ſtrictly enjoining 

him not think of returning to England without 
_ permiſſion ; but to continue at New-York till 
he ſhould receive letters of recall; which he was 
aſſured ſhould be ſent as ſoon as. advices were 


received 
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received that he had, even in a moderate degree; 
reformed his conduct. 

His Lordſhip went on fhore at Graveſend ; 


and the Veſſel proceeded, with a fair wind to the 
Downs. Our Hero had, at this time, very little, 


if any money; and was therefore unable to bribe 
the Captain to connive at his eſcape ; which was 


the firſt thought that occurred to him. He be- 
gan, however, to make his Court to the Maſter 


of the Veſſel, inſinuating that he had been tre - 


panned on board; and making immenſe promiſes, 


on condition that he might be permitted to go on 
ſhore : but the captain was too well inſtructed to 


liſten to any thing he ſaid. In the mean time 


the ſhip continued her way, and at length 


touched at Falmouth, to take in two paſſengers. 


This was the laſt chance that our Hero had of 
eſcaping, and he was determined not to miſs the 
opportunity: he therefore caſt his eyes on a ſtout 


young Sailor, to whom he made the greateſt 


offers, on condition that he would aſſiſt him 


in getting on ſhore and go with him to London. 
The Young fellow liftened to, and accepted his 


propoſals ; flattering himſelf that the patronage. 


of a nobleman's Son, might advance, him to 
as better ſtation than that of a Sailor in a trading 
 'Vellel. 


The 


3 


The plan was concerted; and in the middle of 
the night our Adventurers flipped gently down 
the ſide of the Ship, into the boat, which had 
been hoiſted out to carry the Captain on ſhore in 
the afternoon. The Young Sailor rowing admi- 
rably weil, they were ſoon on dry land : but in- 
ſtead of taking the road to London, they ſtruck 
a-croſs the country, walking at a great rate till 
break of day, by which time they conceived 
themſclves to be full twenty miles from the Ship. 
They therefore halted to refreſh themſelves at a 
ſolitary alchouſe ; and then enquiring the road to 
London ; purſued their journey with equal ala» 
crity and ſucceſs. 


On their arrival in town our Hero repaired im- 
mediately to his father's, and demanded an au- 
dience of his Lordſhip. He was admitted; told 
his ſtory ; promiſed a total reformation of his 
conduct; and, in fine, acted the hypocrite ſo 
perfectly, that his faults were forgiven, and he 
was once more conſidered as one of the family, 


Ample cauſe as he had to be grateful to the 
Sailor; he felt no inclination to be ſo — grati- 
tude was not one of young Twitcher's foi- 
bles: — he therdfore VE conſidered how he 


ſhould 
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ſhould get rid of the young. fellow. For this 
purpoſe he returned to a public houſe where he 


had left him; and told him that he had in vain 


exerted all his eloquence with his father in his be- 
half; but that ſo far from any diſpoſition to reward 


him, his Lordſhip threatened to have him puniſh- 


ed if he could find him: and that therefore he 
muſt wait for a recompence for his ſervices till he 
himfelf ſhould be Ear] of ###*#***##*, This was 
all the ſatisfaction the Young fellow had for his 
trouble; and he departed, Curſing the Credulity 
of his temper, which had ten * of his 
employment. | Ogg ebe e 
2 =” 
Our Hero now determined 2 part to act. 
Hypocriſy was the road by which he hoped to 
arrive at the gratification of his paſſions. He 
therefore, from this period, aſſumed the appear-. 
ance of ſuch perfect reformation, that it is no 
wonder Lord and Lady ens were the 
dupes of his artifice. He wore this mafk for 
more. than four years; during which time he 
abounded in money, and indulged, himſelf in the 
commiſſion of every vice. But his proceedings 
were carefully ſecreted from the knowledge of 


his parents, In the courſe of his Licentious 


Amours during the period abovementioned, no 


leſs than fifteen women, of at leaſt reputed virtue, 
fell 


. 


N 


fell a ſacrifice to his infernal practices. Perhaps 


no man ever carried the art of ſeduction to ſo 
enormous a height. A folio volume might be 
filled with the bare recital of his illicit Amours: 


but they too much reſemble each other in the 


baſeneſs of contrivance and execution, to afford 


either ſatisfaction or improvement to the reader; 


Suffice it therefore to ſay, that when he had run 
a long courſe of vice and debauchery, he thought 


of making the Amende Honorable by marriage 3 
agreeable to the too prevalent cuſtom among our 
nobility and gentry, 


With this view he caſt his eyes on a young 0 
Lady, not leſs diſtinguiſhed by her rank in 


life, than by the ſupericr elegance of her perſon, 
and the amiable dignity of her mind. Such was 
the Woman deſtined to be ſacrificed at th ſhrine 


of luſt and avarice! — Lord *. 
acquainted with the choice his Son had made: 


and as there could not be the ſhadow of an ob- 
jection to the Lady, determined to aſk her in? 


inarriage for young Twitcher; flattering himſelf 


that this choice was an earneſt of his compleat re- 
turn to the paths gf Virtue. * But it ought, in 
juſtice to his Lordſhip's Character, to bè ab- 
ſerved, that if he had been acquainted with the 


abandoned courſe of life our Hero had led, he 
N r would 
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; would not e ſollicited the RE: As it 

was, however, he did not helitate to dgiit;- en * 
ſuppoſition that his Son's life, for ſame yer; * 


paſt, had been ag Virtuous as thoſe of the gege- "5 
| rality of our young men of Faſhion. | dt Ge. 


The kc were ſoon adjuſted; and the 
5 abandoned Twitcher became the huſband of one 


of the moſt amiable Women in the Kingdom. | 
The Youthful debauchee now became the tyrant * * * 
; huſband nor abated in any degree his attach- 

ment to the ſex in general. This was a ſource of 
infinite calamity to his Lady: but her only re- 
0 lay in the patient endurance of her ſufferrr 
| pgs. In leſs than twelve months from the cele- | 
- - bration"o0f the nuptials, her Ladyſhip was de- 
„ + liver& of a ſon, who is at this time as much ſu- 
| perior to his father in every manly grace and ac- 
compliſhment, as in every interior virtue of the 


A . 
Not long after che birth of this ſan, our Hers a 
communicated a diſorder to his lady, the men- 
tion of which ſhould not have , found a 
place in this volume, but from a regard to hiſto- 
rical truth. Her Ladylhip experienced a perfect, 
tho? not a ſpeedy cure: but the remembrance of 
I 7 | b 7 this 
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this diſagreeable Sem ade has ever ſince hung 
$. on#her mind 


= ſoon after his Marriage our Hero obtain- 
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ed a ſeat in parliament. How he behaved 


while in that ſtation, his Countrymen yet re- 
member with indignation, He had been en- 


truſted with the public concerns, as member, 


but a few Years, before the death of his father 
elevated him to a higher rank. The family 
Eſtate fell to him of courſe; but Lord π]·⸗ ent 
could not form ſo good an opinion of him as 
to leave him any of his ready money. His 
mother died ſoon after her Lord, and left her 
ſon her bleſſing and advice :— but he has not 
yet profited by either. Since that period His 
life has been a continued round of raking and 
gaming: except, now and then, when he has 
ſtolen an hour, to concert ſome plan of miſ- 
chief toward his Country in general; or to 
- draw down vengeance on the head of ſome de- 
voted individual, 


It would be foreign to the purpoſe of this 
Hiſtory, as well as imprudent in the Writer 
of it, to trace his conduct farther. With all 
his faults; and which, perhaps, renders them 
greater, 


a greater, he is a Man of ugcommon ſerie and 
penetration. Suffice it therefore to ſay, that 
he lives, A MoxuMENT or SupERIOR Ari- 


-LITIES, PROSTITUTED TO THE 93 
PURPOSES! 


